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nd Pregiouſl y weak and credulous: for were they 
d rot fool iſh to exceſs, they could not buildſuch 


mighty confidence. on ſo flight: a foundati- 
DN. 3 0 ln 
II. GO D's Mercy is: Special, or pecnliar. 
und this extends 1 Malia anlx, — ac- 
ording to their proper Qualities and Conditi- 
ons, and with reſt to their moral and etgrnal 
nterefts. And as thus they are capable of hobleſt 
lifpenſations, ſo they are graciouſly. favour'd: 
vith them. For GOD gives them His SON: - 
o Rule, as well as to Redeem them; and His 
SPIRIT to-comfort as well as tonregenerate: 
hem; and befides, the Guard of His Mighty 
\ngels, He honours them with His Word, 
nd 'Ordinances, and Miniſters; as inftruments 
ft working: Graces: in them, to make them 
glorious for ever. This Special Mercy there- 
ore with its fruits and benefits, we ſhould prize: 
nd-ſcek: above all other, as being of higheſt 


» 


rorth and Moment. | ; 
VI. Now concerning GOD's 2 (pers: 
aps His Special Mercy chiefly) one inſtr 
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C 
uss That in Eſal. 36. How-excellent is T1 
Mſfercy, 060 D! "andthe Ohildren of Men ſbal fo 
pat Heir truſt ander the ſhadow f Ih Wings. 
As the Words are emphaticall, and ſpokenWcy 
with Wonder and Exclamation; and ſet it Ini 
forth as excellent in it ſelf: fo they intimate by 
it eærells in reference to Us, as it kindly ſhel-· I cò 
ters us more than the reſt of GOD's Attri-· NC. 
butes. tle 

For tho' fſimply and abſtractedly confider'd, 9, 
His A are all equal, as being infinite. ; 

et with re 3 to the Creature; Mercy may N 

1 Krrahle to every one of them. That bu 
is, fa yours the Creature more, and in-. ex 
clines ſuch/other Attributes to do i hs we rogue do 
not othetwile bear the exerciſe of. _..- Vic 

Thus the Grratneſs of GOD is really as ex- Nas 
| alen as His Mercy. But were it not for His th. 
| Mercy, we ſhould be tempted to think it would an 
over. look us as beneath its car. 

His G/ory is naturally as xeollens. as His Mer- 
cy. But were it not for this, it might amaze wit 
2 nonfoudd | us. ith|irs darling Nhe 
wein ow oils 
5 His H. eines is gil al excellent.s as His 
Mercy. But were it not for this, its tranſcend- 
oat Purity miglit abhor us for our Filthineſæ 
His Power is abfolutely as excellent as His pro 
Mercy. But were it not tor this, it dent 4 

tort 
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forthwith cut us off, and deſtroy us eternally 
for our manifold Provocations., OE 
His Juſtice is fully as excellent as His Mer- 
cy. But were it not for this, it would pu- 
niſh us intolerably for our Tranſgreſſions. Tho? 
by virtue of that, even His very Juſtice be- 
comes our great Friend; ſo that if we confeſs our 
Sins, He 13 jaſt to forgive ws our Sins, and to 
tleanſe as from all anrighteouſneſs, 1 St. John 1, 
'd , - a ' i | ; 

? Here therefore lies the ſingular Excellenty of 
Mercy, in that it is not only indulgent it ſelf, 
but diſpoſes all GOD's other Attributes to bs 
exceeding favourable to . By a noble Pre- 
dominange. it has over them, in managing pro- 
vidential Diſpenſations; it ſo governs them, 
as to turn them to our advantage: whereas o 

therwiſe they would have ſeverer Influences 

and Effects upon us. Nay, ſometimes GOD's 


EMercy favours Men even to the eclipſing of His 


Glory in the World. Thus, when He bears 
with His People in Hypocritical ways, they 
often reflect diſhonourably upon Him. I kept 
lence, and thou thoughteſt that I was altopether 
xs thy ſelf, Pſal. 50. 21. So His patience to 
the Aſſrians , and kind ſuſpenſion of deſerved - 
udgments; did but embolden them to re- 
proach Him, and to affrotit Him with many 
and repeated Indignities : 2 Name every da 
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18 a Rule for ſhewing Mercy. Ch. I. K 
Maſphemed, Ila. $2. 5. And *tis well known 
that while he ſuffers the wicked to flouriſh, 
their great proſperity becomes a ſtumbling- 


block to the righteous, and makes them ready 
do queſtion His Juſtice and His Love. And 
when His Mercy is thus tender of the impious, 
to the' ſeeming diſadvantage of other of His 
Properties; no wonder that to Saints it ſhould 
bring good out of evil. 
And this may be one Meaning of that 


_ 


\ . 
be 


Fa: 1 
; . 


ord fpoken by the Apoſtle, St. James 2. 
| 12. Mercy rejoiceth again Judgment. It it 
= glories, againſt it, or inſults. generouſly and 
= joyfully over it; ſo thatwhen ſome things hap- 


| 


8 * 


n, which if left to themſelves, would be 0 

Ill conſequence” to us; Mercy fo checks their 
Tendency,or changes their Operation, or fomeſſ 
= way or other ſo over-rules them, as to rende 
_ themharmleſs, or very uſeful. Thus, when 
pain ſeizes our Bodies; or trouble our Minds; 

or terrour our Conſciences; tho? in the inci- 

dent Evils, their be ſting and bitterneſs enough 
do undo us: yet it ſo {ways and ſanctiſies them, 
E grel{eſo ſupports and comforts us, as to mak 


= > = 4 


- Joni, 


= them miniſter to our Benefit. 
And thro”. this glorying of mercy ag 
Judgment, it Uſually comes to paſs; th 
very © arr man can pronounce of the nigi- 
deft Lot he here meets with, as the King o 
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ofifited. Or if his Experienes does not o 
clear up ploothy Providences as te enable him 
ay to difcern and ſpeak this v; he mall certain - 
And do it in the happy State, from 5 pleaſing ; 
us, eflection om his paſt Tribulation sss. 
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His VII. But then GOD'ꝰ Mercy being ſo Ex 
uldiff cellevt by being peculiarly propitious to us 
from a ſenſe of this, and in way of juſt Grati- 2 
that tude for it, we ſhould devote our ſelves to works 
of Mercy; that being the thing to which 
its ſuperlative Excellency binds us. For the 
Goſpel requires us to approve things that are ex- 
cellent, Phil. 1. 10, And that can never be 
done acceptably, or according to the SPIRIT's 
meaning, but in way of practice, where things 
imitable are recommended to our Approba- - i 
tion. And Mercy being of that nature, and 
recommended to us as ſuch; we are oblig'd to 
exerciſe it with Zeal and Diligence. 5 
Concord, Sympathy, Kindneſs, Commi- Þ 
ſeration, and Civility , are laudable things; 
and therefore the Holy GHOST urges to them 
all in one breath, 1 St. Per.3.8.Be all of one mind, 
h-ubpg <<0ipp affion one of another, love as Bre- © 
thren, be pitiful, be courteous. And if we muſt 
be active in theſe Chriſtian virtues, then much 
more in Mercy; becauſe in as it will proportio- 
nably excel other virtues, as much as GOD? 
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Mer cy: Ch. 


3B 1 —— — Attributes i in Him; and 
1 the ſame rea 'or - where Mercy. pre- 
3 A it ſets all — our virtues a work for 
I t. Brethrens benefit ;+as divine Mercy which 
+; aſcendant over the other divine Pro- 
engages them all to befriend 
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culars of Mercy to the Souls aud Bodies of Men, 
be merciful in Inſtructing the Ignorant, ank 
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UH eee, ALDER en a 0 Nees I 
I. Whereig our Mercy is to be ex, | 
preſi d. II. In fortearing, thoſe | 
that provoke. III. In Forgi- 3} 
? ving ſuch as offend. IV. In Gieing | 
to them that want, V. Hin-. 
drances of Mercy to be removed. VI. 4 
. Particularly Pride. VII. MA. 
lice. VIII. And Cavetouſneſt. 
L* | Aving taken a view of -GOD's'Mer | "4 2 
1 4A 2ndof the Obligations upon ws to be 
Meréiful as He is; wo muſt next confider\ in 
what Inſtances we are to be ſo... For When 
once we ſee what we are bound to do, if then 
we ſtop in that proſpect, and negle& what we. 
know is incumbent upon us; this muſt be an ü 
hainous Sin. Therefore being convine'd that 
mercy is our Duty, we are oblig'd to practiſe 
it to our power, in the ſeveral parts or Scenes 
of it. And here I might go upon many parti - 


and be large in diſeourſing them. For Wo muſt 
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chat are caſt down, in reducing 
out of the way, and in ORR the Eickle 
1 and Unreſel 4. In feeding the hungry, in 
10e tha Naked, and in viſiting and re- 
D 9 riſaned.. In help- 
right that ſuffer wrong, in reſcu- 
in reconciling their 


up their differences. 


1 from langers, 

b enmitics, and in making 

In diſcduraging ſome and drawing them off hom 

Sim; and in {purring an others to virtue and 

E  goodne 83 and in doing 

as can The any way exprefibve of Chriſtian Cha- 

rity. 

2 W avoid: pralixity, 1 ans ſpeaking 
15 + nth pay our in which G0 is very 


* wing. : 


+ Matti 2 +a ok — 
IL. Forgiving ſuch tha pron And 
I. Giving io chan that wan. 
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I Ae We muſt expreſs our Mer 2 ear 
T7 thet provoke ns. The Caldſians Col. 3. 

2; 13. were commanded (and in them. all "x 


Were " to. be expreſſed? A 


| directing the Jabal; in Comfortin ng old 
them chat are 


ſuch kind offices to all, | 


merciſul to Men; eee en 15 


eee e ay 
4 ; 0D 3 of Metcies. And having put 72 85 


boss, * 


- af 


1 


„ 


* 


„ 


N „ «© 
- © 


ChII. 4 Rule for Jhew 


r 


ſuc 
when they Eick againſt Him? Which extras 


Wonder at , ſo we muff no leſs endes. 
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follows,in Meekmeſs, Long-ſuffering, and in For- | 
bearing one another. So that a meck and patient 
Spirit, and mutual Forbearance amongſt Chri- 
ſtians; are certain Products ofa Merciful Tem- 
ber in, them that are the choſen of GOD. 
here-ever that happy Diſpoſition is planted 7 
* 7 Ws an f. f e, , 3 | 
in our Nature, thoſe bleſſed Fruits will bs 
brought forth, and ſeen in our life. 


And by 8 them duly, we ſhall come 
up wirh an humble Approach to the high Pat- 
tern of Mercy; in being merciful as GOD our 
Father is. For as the firſt Epithet of His Glo- 
rious Name, is Merciful, (as above noted:) 
ſo the two next are Gratious and Lqyg: ſuſfering: 
which plainly ſhew that His Mercy is attended 
with great mildneſs towards us, and with pati- 
ent Toleration of our Infirmities and Sius. 
Tho? confidering the number and variety f 
our Offences, and how continu'd and prove- 
king they have been; nothing leſs than incoen- 
ceivable'Mercy could have borne with us ofis 2 
moment. Yet how many Years does GOD in- 
dure the very worſt of us, to the aſtoniſhment _Þ 
of pious thinking Men; and not only ſuffers | 

9 0 live , but crowns them with plenty - 3 


ordinary Clemency of His, as we may” greatly *. 
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24 A Rule for ſhewing Mercy, Ch.. II. 
lous Example can hardly draw us to any thing 
more worthy, than to treat ill Men with un; 
daeſerved Kindneſs, And therefore to render 
E it tho more effectual here, it is backt with ex- 
preſs and peremptory commands from His own 
1 8 to that purpoſe, I /ay untò jou, love 
jour enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, pray for 
tem that deſpitefully uſe you,. and perſecute jou, 
St. Marth. 5. 44. If thine enemy hunger, feed 
bim; if bethirſt, give him drink, Rom. 12. 20. 
Where for farther encouragement to the work, 
We have the promiſe of happy ſucceſs: for in 
3 ſo doing thou ſhalt heap! coals of fire upon his head. 
© - That is, out mercy ſhall melt and purifie bad 
Men (as Fire does hardeſt metals) into a finer 


Le 


and better Temper, Or if ſome by their per- 
= verſencſs diſappoint our endeavours to do them 


tentedly in the Event; For ſo they deal with 
the great GOD Himſelf , Whoſe Mereiful 
Mieaſures they often defeat, or break in pieces 
by their froward obſtinacy. However we 
= muſt do our part in the caſe to work upon them 
by forbearance; and if in the Attempt we ſuc- 
cCoeed not as to them, we may benefit our ſelves 
by Imitating GOD: Who beſides His Pattern, 
1 has given us recepts for ſhewing Mercy to thoſe 
who will be 5 neither by His nor o 


: 5814 = 
_ Tho! 
A *. * 0 a b - 
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= good; we have reaſon ſtill to acquieſce con - Di 


" th. 


— L& 6 


B. II. 4 


drbear them long, they muſt 'n ot argue from 
hence that He will ways do it; for He has 
eclar'd the contrary. GOD #, angry with the 
icked every day; if be turn not he will whet bis 
word, Pſal. 7. 10, 11. Becauſe GOD for- 


e approves of them too: but inſtead of that, 
e is angry, and His anger daily increaſes a- 
zainſt them; ſo that unleſs they repent, Hell 
oon cut them off by a dreadful Executi- 
And what His Word threatens, we find 
adly exemplifi'd, in His Providence. 1#aet 


nu'd provocations as they came ſhort of His 


Ipromis'd Favour, ſo they fell under his high 
Diſpleafure, And to that degree, that He ſnare 


is His wrath, that they 


remember , ee to the Jews for an 
Example to Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 10. 6. to the 
intent We may do better than They, But 


if we do not, we ſhall moſt certainly ſaf- 


fer like them, and our Sins at laſt will end in 
rin. 8 
But becauſe in GOD there are riches of 
forbegrance and long: ſuſſering, Rom. 2. 4. And 
He is patient to the utmoſt with Men that pro- 
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Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 25 
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Tho? when GOD is ſo gracious to ſuch as to 
xars the Impious, they are ready to think 


vas His own indearcd People; yet by conti- _ 


ſhould not enter imo 
His reſt, Pſal. g5. 11. And this, we. muſt 
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voke H 


= things, we muſt not immediately fluſh into 
beats; or if we do, we muſt be ſure to Tool 
= and quench them again, before they break 
out into any thing of Rage, or litigious con- 
troverſy. For to fly to law Suits for every] 
trifling legal treſpaſs, and to diſquiet our ſelves 
1 2 urs by avenging petty injuries; 


s we are of a cententious humour, and 


— 


= plc, which helps to conſtitute the true Ga 
Lemper, and to rule His Spirit. If wel. 
be ſuch, we ſhall have regard to that ſaered 
ice, in 1 Cer, 6. 7. and rather take wrong, I. 
ſaßfer our ſelves to be defrauded; than go tog 
u upon little accounts. Or if the concern 
be great, and the wrengs we ſuffer chance toy 
de ſuch as that of neceſſity they muſt be, 


4 


kighted at laſt; we muſt at no rate undertake 
i our ſelves, as being too apt to be partial] 

Judges in our on caſes. We are then to give. 
Way to friendly Arbitrement, or elſe to appeal 
to the Judicial Power, by which the Biffer-. 
acc, in a courſe of Law, muſt be carry d on 
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h.1T. A Rule for ewing 
o final Decifion, with fair Procedure: and. 
ufo with ſuch Sedateneſs and compoſure” of 


wp 


rere forc'd to that Method. 

Directly N this Merciful Forbearaxce, 
nd the practice of it; are vexatious Sutes, 
Pppreſfing the Poor, churliſh uſage of the 
Fat. 


u inſolvent Creditors: To which may be 
added raſh Fighting or Duelling upon points 
L xt honour ; where men ſhed their blood; or 
„ bey down their Life for ſuch poor Trifles, as, 
; miſtaken Gefture, a mifplac'd Word, or any 


;; Ir really was not ſuch, nor ſo intended, - 
| II. 2ly. We muſt expreſs our Mercy 


eInfirmities of all with whom we converſe ; 


> 


Fo bear them contentedly ; ſo likewiſe to for- 
vive the doers of them. This kind of Mercy 
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ind , as may witneſs to the World, ve 


berleſs or Widows, and exacting Debts ' 2 


2 8 N 
1 
= - ; 


thing that looks like Reflection or Slight; tho? 


. mn forgiving ſuch as offend us. To this we Mt 
: re oblig'd by that Command noted above, 
E given to the Coloſſians, and muſt ſway . 
for by virtue of it, we are to put on bowels i 
if Mercies not only in Forbearing, but alſo in 
be 97g7ving one another. Such are the Prinei- i 

ples of ſome, and the Tempers of others, and i 


are to ſhew daih to our Brethren; and often _ Þþ 
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that we have great reaſon to expect Injuries. i 
ut then when they befall us, as tis our part 
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3 and Fer in 4 day, turn again to thee, ſay. 


extended by 
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fttzhe more we ſhall be merciful as our. heavenlyf 


ber, and to degrees above Meaſure. And hap- het 
pP is it for ws that He has done thus, and that“ 
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Hewing Mercy, Ch. II 
Lroghen treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven times in & duy, 


„ r * 


7 


——_— a... 


ing I repent ; thou ſhalt forgive him, St. Luk: 
17. 4. And this ſeven times in a day, is 
another Evyangeliſt, not only 
ut to ſeventy times ſeven, St, Mat, 
And the oftner we thus expreſs our mercy, 
Father is; for this Mercy he ſhews, or i 
ready to ſnew, every day times without num-F 
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And to induce us here to do like Himſelf | 
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7 Il. * Ran = 2 7 1 9 
F ins ? WJ; "methitis we Hould be glad, hit A 
04 ot gr. . rejoyce at opportunities of *for-= + F 


wing hai nous Offences ;* that ſo we may loox 
= p with more Confidence to GOD, 995 oof = 
ardon of our. biggeſt Crimes. For to "the '. 
ngular comfort of ſuch ,. He has ex 122 | 
eclar'd ; that with the DN. 3 He wil ſ | 

„ HVmſelf Merciful, 2 Sam. 22.26. - 
Kh But we being ty'd to 2 Offtnders,. 35 1 
10 er the heavy penalty of not being forgive 7 1 


Eg gur ſelves : it may be made 4 queſti by 1 1 
TY bother ws _ ought to forgive them. abſo-. ) 
4+ utely and Agende lg without theix 4 
ad king it it? 4 anſwer; „ it is 4 laudable cha- * 
90 ity that does ſo, and I wiſh all partakers WW 


f .it ; it would be a fair Sign of their 
eſiming at kigh. Perfection in Religion. Mit 
eaven is ſo far from injpyning it bia 
hat it ply. ſeems to Tres otherwile 
| thy. rother "Treſpaſs againſt Thee, rebuks 
im; and if he repent, forgive him, St. Lake 12. 
And in the next verle; , ſeven times in 
* he turn again to thee ſaying, 1 repent 5 
hou ang Br Bere bim, So that if the Tres 
a: 5 er repents, or if he. acks par. 
> we are then bound to forgive him; 

as oft as he does it: but. F he does 
ot beg pardon for his fault 2 our LORD 
POM een: require it to be granted, 
8 . 
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Nay, by Him We ate tau Shit to pray, Ire 
423 1 our TYe Paſs + as gs: "ig; then. tha and 
aſs again Which” implies, that A 
(rouchd CS Hs 4 rdſoh till we implore give 
£1 at\ His ak, And that being is me. the 
thod, we being t O0 de Merciful as He is; hay 
1 in Rriäknefs it may be our Rule: and 10 the) 
—_ in forgiving offen ers „ we may inſiſt uponſ'tis 
= the condition of their asking it, without any rect. 
1 thing in the leaſt like Bitterneſs, or Außer. of! 
=. / 145 therefore that has injur'd his Bro- vor 
. 1s 57 to Ask pardon before he canli; 
e to be forgiven. And this is an act ſoffje. 
5 . Inc i penſably needful to the delinq uents be. 
3 * lag Accepted of GOD, and to 4 wer in his 
' own Conſcience + that the Ker dice vf Heaven 
muſt give way to 1 Matth. 4 24. Po 


there We learn, that if an "Offender "of *his 
Brother, had brought his Git to che ver) 


_ 


Altar; even from thenet he muſt have | 
9 reconcil'd to his Brother by craving P 
. 1 +; ſo firſt haye made his Peace, before b 

1 aide his Offering. A plain cafe chat Adds of 
= Religion and . ſolemn Devotions, | muſt 
” yield to the due Acknowledgment * þ $42! 
5 alles, and to our ſaing for” their Pardon 
f ſuch mighty”. i mportanee 18 that Work, i 
. as the 13 chink ITS And there 
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and never to reft till it be well finiſht. - 
And then the injurd muſt be as ready to 
give baron, as offenders to ſeek it. The 
they have ſuffered. much from them, and 
have juſt and great Complaints againft them, 
tis poſſible to be done. The Precept di- 
rected. to Chriſtians at Colo 563 mie uſe 
Jof before) injoyns no leſs. * Forgiving one 
dll another, if any man have a quarrel acaiuſt 4. 
; even as CHRIST | forgave you, 5 alſo 18 
Je. So that tho? we have cauſe to gaarrel with © 
thoſe that have Wrong'd us, and have matter 
of high accuſation againſtthem, and can lay yery_- # 


heavy things to their charge: we muſt ſtil r- 
mM give them. And not only fo but we muſt NN; - 1 
hig them as CHRIST forgave ; and ſo out . 
Nsireneſs muſt be compleat in the perfecteſt mei- 
ſure or /// ͤ 
Not that we are to remit all Injuries ne- 
ha ther without Satisfaction where 2 * 6 
"off great; for ſo the Charitable ſhould be unden? 
by their Mercy, and good Laws made in de- 
fence of Property, would be uſeleſs. But s 
I they are Bolyark: to keep our Rights from AY 
q.nvalion ; {o when Mcn 195 or break in 
upon them, they are Ike s to vitdicite Þ 
F nn, 
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Re eee D 
the Law dur Refuge, and have recourſe to it 
ds to a common Fatron of the aggriev'd, and 
tbe laſt Remedy for ſuch as ſuſtaln loſſes too 
great to 1 Only we muſt uſe it with 
N and not at all to FR Any, 
but only to protect or ſupport our ſelves. And 

lo in the Proſecution great care muſt be ta- 
ken, that there be nothing of heat, much 
lels of Revenge, whatevef occaſions be gi. 
ven for either. For be our Adverſaries ne- 
© yer ſo peeviſh and provoking, yet in all theit 
E meaſures of Malice or Crockedneſs „ We are 
do forgive them, as CHRIST does s; which 
E I'm ſure. we defire ſhould be done entirely, 
Tho we ſuc them therefore for needful Re. 
=. dreſs, we mult paſs by or put up their baſe Un. 
= —wetthineſs, whatever it proves. We muſt 
mmer kequite their unhandſome Carriage, 
but inſtead of retalliating any abuſes, 55 


dhe worſt evils they do us, return them the 
beſt Good that we can. 
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And thus legal Conttoverſies manag'd with 
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A calm and Chriſtian Spirit, are very conſi- 
tent with the higheſt Charity. So that when 
ye are conſtrain'd to 2 our wrongs, and 
purſue our Dues, to ſeek amends or ſuc for 
& _ reſtitution; let us do 4 but according to the 
* cin ven, and our Procedure muff bc 
den our Litigatizns will be in. 


lameleſs, 
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offenſive to GOD ray good men ; and ſhall 
break no Rules of Juſtice or Mercy. | 
IV. zly. We muſt expreſs our Mercy, 
in Giving to them that want. Tho? we are 
all made of the ſame Matter, and conſiſt of 
the ſame Nature; yet we are not plac'd in 
like Circumſtances. © For ſome are ſet high- 
chil er, and ſome lower in the World ; and 
gi tho” many be made rich ,* yet abundance 
ie. are poor: and with this intention or deſigg 
cit of Providence, that the wealthy ſhould ſtill re- 
re lieve the indigent. _ 
chil This piece of Mercy Heaven lays upon 
ly. us,” St. Late 6. 30. Give to every Man that | 
e a5keth of thee. All therefore really and un- 
n ·¶ avoidably. poor, are to ſhare in our Giving | 
aſt Mercy without — ion; eſpecially if they * 4 
ei make their poverty known to us oy: craving 5 
or our Alms. 
he] And the more we abound in this Mercy; 
che more we ſhall imitate our GOD and Fa- 


thi] ther; Who gives at ineffable and unmea- } 
fi- furable Rates. For He gives to all, and at 
en] all times, and all * manner of accommodations; 'Y 
nd be their Injoyments never ſo many, vari- 
or ous, and valuable, they are diſpens'd to 
he chem by Him: He geb ro all life and breath, | 
AN þ ind all a ings, af oa ay. if ts 
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E -fignifying a bare taking, 
ya taking away. For when 


ne 
= without Remedy. Therefore the en 
. ſenſe of the words muſt be 5 that W en an 
% . * 4 C indigent 
= * See Dr. Hammond's Paraph. and Annot. on 


the place, whoexpounds it to the ſame Senſe; 
= - and lo falls in with Grotius, and other Learn- 


ommenta tors. 
{ whe tht - * 5 N 
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Ch. II. 4 Rule for ſhewing Mercy). 35. 
indigent Perſon taketh any thing of us in the | . 3 
way of borrowing ; he is to be ts ſole-gainer- 
by it: at leaſt we are to demand nothing fol- 
lending it. We are not to challenge any ad. 
vantage to our ſelves, but to accommodate 
him freely without expecting the leaſt. re- 


quital, or profitable Return. And of this 
charitable lending, the King of Iſrael ſpeaks 
P/al. 37.26. where he makes it a piece of the 
righteous man's Character, that he ig ever mer 
ciful and lendeth. As the Son of Sirach makes 
ita badge; or certain Mark whereby to know - Þ 
the truly merciful, Ecclus 29. 1. He that is. 
merciful will lend «nto his neighbour. }\ 4, 

There are Reaſons: for our Giving, ani 
Lending thus frankly in that Chapter Where 
the Duty is laid upon us; and being Ml 
ſuggeſted by our SAVI OUR, they Mas 4 9 
have their weight , and worth enough tp be 

The 1 is, becauſe were we poor, e mould“ 
be ſo dealt with our ſelves. And we ought to 
treat others, as we would be. treated in like 
circumſtances. As yewould that men ſbould do 
'0 you; do ge alſo to them likewiſe. St. Latke 6. 
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36 A Rule for ſbewing Mercy. Ch. II. 
Aly. Becauſe if we do not pive and lend 
freely to the poor, we do but like K's common ſort 
of bad Men, and ſhall be no better approvꝰd of 
than they. Tis more than probable that we 
would be thought fincere , if not zealous 
* Chriftians, and would paſs for ſuch in GOD's 
- efteem but if we fail in this kind of Mer- 
cy; we muſt take our place amongſt the fin- 
full, for there our REDEEMER. ranks us: 
F ye do good to them who do good to you (and 
to no othet) what thank have ye? for ſinner, 
” Alſo do even the ſame. . And if ye lend to them 
ef wham he hope to receive, what thank have 
- ye? for ſinners alſo lend to ſinners, to receive 
4 mich again, verſe 33, 34. e 
E © 3dly. Becauſe if we be rightly ' merciful 
E here, we ſhall abtain an ample recompence , and 
. exalt our ſelves to glorious dignity. Our Dig- 
E nity ſhall be divine Adoption; and our Re- 
E compence that of GOD's Children. Da good, 
t _ and lend looking for nothing again, and your re- 
ward ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the children 
of thehigheft, v. 35. e 
V. Having thus remarkt the inftances of 
our Mercy, or the chief Particulars wherein 
it is to be expreſt; the next care muſt be to 
remove the hizdrances of it. For be a work 
ne ver ſo excellent in it ſelf, and neceſſary to 
ve done; vet unhappy. obſtacles may keep us 
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CATE © 4 Rule for ſowing Marcy.” 


frants , nor ſpares any from w 
As the proud Man thinks he's too good to 
be flighted; ſo when Slights are thrown i 
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from performing it. Now the Impediments 
here to be taken off, or carefully removed out 


ol our way, are principally Three (in anſwer 


to the Three Branches of Mercy that have 
„ Pride „ Malice and Coyetoul- 
net, COAT © ts up do, 
VI. 1, We muſt put off Pride, It is 
an expenſive Sin, and where; tis indulg'd of- 
ten proves ſo chargeable, as to diſable us to 
exerciſe Giving Mercy. But then withal 1 
muſt note, that to 5 

utter Enemy alſo; for it 8 up no Af⸗ 


* 


upon him , he is too big and high to 
bear them with ſuch Meekneſs as becomes 
a Chriſtian , or Diſciple of the abusd 
and patient JESUS. He's ſo far from a 
ſuffering Temper, and a Mind diſpos'd ta 


coff at fuch Doctrine RW 
adviſe him to the Duty. But toleration 
of coarſe and unkind + U 


handſome and rude Provocations , being a 


+: 


els; and being exemp 
tice. which we are to imitate: we can no 


iece of CHRIS T's da which we pro- 
if'd in His Pra, 


way be excus'd from it, nor can the wan, 
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Sap by 9 5 that He's rather fit to 
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as à ru cel rank Ven. 
in. And thus it undoes us doubly, or two ways 


7 


at once ; as it excludes from Mercy, and iugagess 
us in Wiekedneſs: the ſureſt Courſe that can 


be taken to deſttoy Souls. Neceſſity therefore 
is laid upon ns to exterminate Malice, that ſo we 


may both forgive others, & keep our fel ves from i 


Sin; if we would not incur ruin at laſt. 


VIII. ziy. We muſt abandon Covetrouſneſs. 


Malice does not more contract the Heart, and 


make us unable to forgive them that offend; 


than Avarice tramps the Hand, and makes us 


unwilling to relieve thoſe that want. The Schools 


reckon Seven Daughters of Covetonſneſs,and one 


chiefs ; for it fills us with Envy, Anger, and 
We and puts us upon all ſuch evil Acts, 
ing Malignity can exert its rank Venom 
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of them is an Heart hardened againſt Mercy; we. 


practice the contrary evangelical Virtue... 


We know how the Rule of Heaven runs in 


this caſe, St. Mat. 5. 7. Bleſſed are the merciful, for 
they ſhall obtain mercy. St. Luk? 6, 38. Give andit 
ſhall be given unto you : ſo that if we would enſure i 


Mercy, and receive it; we muſt firſt diſpenſe 


it by grving: for by refuſing it to others, we 3 | 


bar our ſelves from it. 


Where is the man that for the whole World: 3 
would be deftitute of GOD's Mercy, and finally 


cut off from ſharing in it? Yet he that gives no 


D4 2 Alms, 
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Alms, bids fairly towards excluding himſelf from 
that Privilege, for he ſhall have Judgment without 
mercy,that ſheweth no mercy,St.James 2. 13. To a- 
void which dreadful thing, how. ſhould we fly 
to the exerciſe of Mercy, and how conſtant 
ſhould we be in it according to occaſions and 
our own capacity? But then to make us capable 
olf this, we muſt renounce Coverouſneſs, as re- 


| pugnant to works of Charity, _ 
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III A] Rule for i hea Mer. WEL 


C 1 5 v. II. e 


1 The proper Obiek of Nis th 
or Chriſtian bounty. II. Hm 

it is to be exercis'd. III. Re. 

giouſly. IV. Chearfullyj. V. Se- 
cretly. VI. With Prudence five 
1 705 AO. And 2 * 9 
| FEE: GOD's Mes ha it Canin up 

in Himſelf, has relation to His rea- 

tures, and is outwardly exhibited to them; 

ſo ours is ſo far like to Hu, that the princi- 


ple of it which dwells within us! , reaches =" 1 
to others f in its een as Effects. 1 


Ii ; nt 4 2s 12 | 3 
; The Objects of it are two, Þ 247 4 10 eee 


ao: 274268 1 And d l 14 f 
p. . More Particular. x v1 A OR 
-The General Objets are al "Animals 4 9 

For beſides their Service and Uſeful- 
ak, to us, they being ſuch Creatures as GOD 
| » : "uy 
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i ſenſible of eaſe and pain; that ſhoul Hen 
bar all Tyranny and Cruelty on our part; an- 
fill us with pity towards them, with ſo much 
at leaſf, as ſhould cauſe us to lay no Bur. 
| #thens upon them but what they are abli 
to bear; and to ſpare their Lives where-e. 
ver we can, without danger, or too great 
trouble to our ſelves. This, the Holy GHOST 
fairly points at, Where he makes it a piece; 
of the Righteous, Man's Character, that he. er . 
repardeth 7's life of his Beaſt, Prov. 12. 10. 
Wich he always does ſo far, as not to de · nd 
ſtroy it needleſly, or to make the poor Crea · Nore 
ture weary of it by hard uſage. g 
ie is a thing moſt precious and valuable, Hot! 
and what Satisfactions the miecaneſt Being 
fſiad in it, nont can tell. We ſhould. gever wg 
E  extingnifly it cherefore lightly and wantonly, can 


much leſs in way of fury or contempt. © Wel Mle 
arc unable to impart it in any meaſure; and] N 

therefore it becomes us carefully to preſerve it giti. 
where it may be done without hurt or damage; Ind 
and by no means vainly and humorouſly to take imp 
it away. For then we go againſt that com- 15 
mon Mercy, which we owe to all that are Itagi 

S60b's Creatures as much as we; and are 10 
ſio far of our own rank and Quality, as to 
be indu'd with Senſe, and ſome of them with Achat 
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End Performances be that way? And there- 


3 D p LETT IF. il a. A N * p «14s th ä a A — * n - 
* * * 1 a N * 2 * * 12 * 7 , n * 6. 2 9 Mn ue, * » 7 * 5 
POET Prin 0 OO TOR? 88 wn POTN I} mn 
d 18 >. AY - 2 9 * R J 3 R 7 TY K 4 2 wt ©? . l : & . 
; mY * 7 "ox * £ ' by : * . N * - N , : 4 WS 1 — "=: G p : 
p , 1 , , > , : 4 alt 1 4 C . % 1 * A 747 0 \F 
a . 4 Ts l f ; PI 


uch a ſagacity or quickneſs, as looks a little 
ike Renton, b e ee 

The. more Particular Objects of Mercy, are 
lantind. And accordingly we are directed, 
al. 5. 10. To 40 good to all Men: 0 Good 


s far as our Charity can go. For my G 
weſs extendeth not to Thee , ſaid the Roy! 
Prophet to GOD, Pal. 16. 2. And if all 
he good things of a King, and good Acts 
of a Prophet, could contribute nothing to 
OD; how inſignificant muſt our Poſſeſſionnss 


# a> n , 
i y _ oof mM 
EY FI. — 


ore Eliphaz puts the Queſtion, Job 22.2. cn 

an be profitable to GOD? And Elihu ſuch a+ 
nother, Job 3 5. 7. if thou be righteous what g. 
705 thou Him? or what receiveth He at ihne 

ande ? Nothing that we have, or are, 'of Aj 
can do, yields the leaſt benefit to the Al. 

Nor can we do good to Angels. Their con- 
dition is Bleſſed, and their Beatitude ſo full 
and high , that tis not in our power to i 
improve or raiſe it. They are invifibly kind, 
FP every. day helpful to us; but as toadvan- 
"aging them, we are in no capacit̃x. 


Nor are we capable of doing good to De- 
vids, For tho” their caſe is fo extreamly bad, 1 
that there's great need it ſhould be better, yet 
heir Miſery is incurable, and they paſt remedy. . 
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15 6. 30. So that be they good or bad, Friend 
they make them known to us, we muſt lool 
them kindly. 


we muſt diſtinguiſh between ſome and other 

in the Diſpenſation of our Charity; as ha. 
1 ving a divine Rule for it, Gal. 6. 10. Lt 
3 5 Ws 


tre of the Houſhola of Faith. If they that 
Members of His Myſtical Body; them we 
= . muſt regard in the firſt place, and they muſt 
i they be related to us, and above all if they 
be ou 


their Parents, Children and Nephews that 
have poor Parents , muſt, repay their paſ 


on for them in their ſtraits ; elſe they fail 
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44 A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. Ch. III 
5 It remains therefore that we do good t 
Men. And to them we myſt do good in 


general, even to all that need and requeſt it 
give to every one that asketh of thee, St. Luke 


or Enemies; if their needs be urgent, and 
upon them as objects of Charity, and treat 


But tho? we are to do good to all, yet 


good unto all Men, eſpecially unto them whi 
are indigent believe as we do, and are 0 
the Family of our LORD JESUS, by being 


ſhare deepeſt in our Benevolence. Eſpecially 


r Parents; for, for this we have dire- 
ion from above too, 1 Tim, 5. 4. If an 
widow have Children, or Nephews , let then 
at home, and to requit! 


lobe and care by making returns of provifi- 
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h. III. A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 45 
" That piety which GOD and Nature ob- 


ind this Rule muſt reach proportionably/to 
| near Relatives, to all that are of the ſame 
ouſe or Family with us; where nothing of 
Zar is put in againſt it: and the better and 
ore virtuous they are, the more kind and 


hey be particular Objects of our Bounty, 


, 
4 _—_— — 1 


tee we ſhould be to them. And well may - 


veilchen all about us, that are Religious and need 


{ent muſt partake of it. 


ha Let even amongſt thoſe, ſome will be prefer- 


able to others in worth; and ſo more intitbd 
o our liberality.- For the ſame eminence in 


account; renders them more deſerving of our 


roubles and tortures of _ Perſecution ; by 
huſing to endure loſs and pain, rather than 


* 


tho mightily commend themſelves to the re. 


iſter to them. 


: 


oodneſs, which ſets them higher in GOD's . 


indneſs, and ties us to afford them it in ſui- 
able meaſures. Eſpecially when beſides 
heir virtues and good works, they ſuffer 
ard things for the Truth and Righteouf- 
els ſake. For they that over and above; 
niform and zealous Obedience, | undergo. / FF 


ake Ship-wrack of Faith and Conſcience 7 
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dect and love of true Chriſtians, and to the 1 
eſt Reliefs that their nobleſt Charity can mi: 


It. 


FF rn $ T 6 nat "4 i * A n Rd 5 FP» g 1 * * a 9 A. k 
* 4, * * e ( 1 1 — E AB 4 N 8 * * - n * MEE mrs oy LA * * 2 1 TW. : n N * N * % 
N — } 2 03, A n * : We bY. OY os 26 a i 3b.67 5 . Ek. We e ld 
. * 4 N KY . * ern. N 1 1 * 2 Fo 1 1 * RAS "i. * * SG ” 5 * * A 9 911 . 5 4 
= a F * * & 2 ' 4 Y * ys __ * . 8 - 
=_ 5 * * * Fes : N 8 4 * ; 2 * 5 * . G « * . 5 : ; 7 b N 
* + . > P 4 
4 8 = 6 . 6" I - * 
N 8 
1 
1 2 $ . 1 
i 13 ' we 2 1 as. Mi 1 
: — _ = <p” 293 oye 6s 
ar . 3 OT —— as. ono 7 * . 
. * - 8 — * " 
4 4 . 
* % * \ ! * * 
* * J * 0 
| . * * 
5 , g 1 
f. 
A . ” 
. 4 
3 — 
3 
es 
I 


It is a glorious Character of the ancient Hall 
Martyrs which the SPIRIT gives in the 1xthFor 
of the Hebrews ; where He remembers that Reels 
Fo they had trials of cruel mockings and Scour. 
gings, and of Bonds and Impriſonments. That 
they were ſtoned, ſawn aſunder, burnt with hot 
| frons ; and that they wandred about in Sheeps. 
 skins, and Goat-skins, being deſtitute, afflicted, 

tormented ; of whom the W orld was not morthy, 
So that how deſpicable ſoever they might 

ſeem in the eyes of Men, they were high 
in the eſteem of GOD, when He pronounc'd 
ſo hondurably of them. wu if any like 

E theſe ſhouldever come near us, or be recom- 
= mended to us as objects of Charity ; we could 
hardly do too generouſly by them. 
Had we ſeen our dear LORD and SA. 
= , VIOUR. Who took our mean Nature upon 
= Him and was crucifi'd for us; in bv" e 
Wants of Food, Raiment, or any neceſſa- 
= rics : ſurely we ſhould have done our beſt to 
= Supply Him with all forwardneſs. And thoſe 
I Peak of, tho? they be not CHRIST in 
= Perſon, yet are part of His Myſtical Body; 
and in their virtues and graces, and temper 
and carriage, many of His Perfections ſhine 
forth gloriouſly. Shall we not then do wha 
in us lies to relieve ſuch in their pious needs 


eſpecially. when what we beſtow upon the 
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h. III. A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 47 1 
hall reach as high as CHRIST Himſelf? 8 
or as when we ſuffer perſecution CHRIST 
eels it by Sympathy; Act. 9. 4. Saul, Saul, 
by e thou me: and when we pay 
ithes, Heb. 7. 8. CHRIST takes them by 
is Miniſters. He (according to the Apoſtle) 
ecerveth them of whom it is witneſſed that ĩũĩ 
e liveth: ſo when we give Alms to poor 
hriſtians „ we do it to CHRIST by His 
wn interpretation. And ſo indeed He will 
eclare ere long, with His own Mouth be- 
ore all the World in theſe Words; 'Verily 
ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye have done it un- 
one of the leat of theſe my Brethren., ye 
we done it unto me. Which conſider'd, 
ho would not do all they can for perſecuted 
A- Mints, and think all too little, and wiſh it were 


don hore, and grieve that they can't make it 
fa: Theſe Are the Special, or Part icular Objects þ Y 
to 


{ Mercy. Men, Chriſtians, and the Beſt of »* Þ 
em, in circumſtances of Diſtreſs. 2 


* 


- 
* | 
0 


II. But as Mercy is a great and neceſ- 
ry work; ſo like other works of that Na- 
re and Importance, it muſt be done regu» 
rly, in a right way, or due method. O- 
terwiſe ill Management may fruſtrate tha 
Friormance ;. and ſo in largeſt gifts there 
ay be no Mercy, and our coſtlieſt Alm 
bat 8 4 may 
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48 A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. Ch. III 
may be void of Charity. The conſequenc: 
of which will be, that the work defective it 
it ſelf, muſt come ſhort of its end; and u 
GOD {hall have no Honour, ſo we ſhall rea 
no Benefit by it. That what we do this way 
therefore may be of good uſe, and at one 
conducive to GOD's Glory, and our own 


Advantage; we muft diſpenſe our Mercy ac 
cording to the following Rules or * 
III. Firſt, we muſt do it Religiouſiy. II HI 

love to GOD, that is, and thoſe who need des 
it; for if it proceeds not from that Principle 1 
it will be of no worth, nor can it yield ande 
Spiritual Fruit. The Aſſertion is not mo 
poſitive than true, as being ſupported by di wit! 
vine Authority 3 i I give all my goods but 
feed the Poor; and tho | oive my Body to Mer 
burned, and haue not charity; it profiteth we nl 
thing, 1 Cor. 13.3. As to give away all is th: 
top of bounty; ſo to undergo a violent tor 
menting Death, is the utmoſt effort of Zei 
and Courage. Yet he that does and ſuffer 
thus, for the benefit of any without tru: 
Charity moving him to it, is ſure to recein 
no advantage thereby. Tis that which mul 
dignity our acts of Mercy, and make then 
of” ſuch valuc as to be rewardable in Hen 
ven's account. Were we mighty Emperor 
and could we give rich Kingdoms tot 


POI 


r Moerefenels z in all Akelihood reluctan- 


Poor; we: 5 25 hes! N no recompence. | 
but. upon reltgiou, Conſidetations. Tho 5 4 A 
0 Diſcipie, in the name of 4 Difcaple, 1: 
is, under the gotions 0 His being "CHRIST" -- . 
proſelyte) We give. never ſo decke, is 1 
of cold mater; we ſhall in no wiſe doſe our -- 6 
St. Mat. 10. 42. Whether therefore we bye 
little or much „ we muſt do it religo 

with love to 605 and intention to 9 4 
Him; and with pity to BP neceflirous,agd | 


ix 


doſits- to-ſuccour 5 „ Wo 
40 Chearfulneſs, 40 T 


We muſt Alkeibus + Why WY only 
with a willing Mind,, and a ready Hand, + 
but with a pleaſing Aſpect; a ggreat pat of 


Iercy "lying in our Eyes. For 4 Mind look 


of the rich comforts che Poor > hben 
Ley. ; — about to relieve them, 2 ö Fg I | 
to, frown upon them then, or en e 
countenance , is co ovetealh, and cloud out 
Charity. e F ne 2 


Beſides; Where we — 5 Wh . 7 


y and lochnef attend the act; and then. © 1 
wy We ive never o much We 3 I 
ON's acceptance. For as; He a 


em chat ſhetw Mercy, 2% do it with 


neſs, Nane 12˙ hows to He ele l, 'Y 
| | on l 2 
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It to — 2 4 N N 7 1.4 9- * 8 
q . the Son of Sinach, directs, in al 
I IC es, em 4 chearful: Countenance, Ecler 
. Fart with nothing therefore grins: 
6 or of neceſſity (as the Apoſtle there 
. re&y) leſt we utterly loſe it: for then it 
be ua gift without benovelence, d fi- 
2 3 vol without kindneſs on our part; and fo 
* . 60 N as lietle e as We do rightly 
1 Lit 'us Lew ve with a r mind 
hen; as 8 19. 1 
- Trl of the Corinthians Charity; if 
we would have it turn to Account. For 
* 7 N 1 85 Su. that GOD looks at, 
oon; and if that be defective, 
4 Fame , „ it marrs his Benevolence 


* 


or pes. e 
how - commendable; foever: And too often nut 
Backwardneſs in the Giver's Heart, brealapeſs 
out unbandſomely, and ſhews its ſelf at his 
- Tips „ While he- pours out rugged checks, 
and mingles churhſb | reproofs with his gra 
tuities. K of catriage to be ca 
Y de, "as ing very incongrudus, as well 
as indecent in the charitable Man; 

- cially+ When he is actually dealing 2 1 
det. For the deſign. of dur, u t6.e- li 
drein the Foor receivers, and male them 
more 3 But Re he mixes his Alm 
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fli& and deſpiſe, than the other can revive 


„them. No Invectives therefore ſhould ac- 

- company our Alms-deeds, leſt they imbite.” 
« ter them. Bur if they we give to, need re- 
it Yproofs'as well as Suſtenance, we muſt beſtow. - 
+ them mildly*; and ſo perhaps there eat be 
ſo Ino better juncture for ſerious Reprimands. 


ly for then we may reach the Parties Minds 
cho“ their Bodies „ and by cheriſhing the 


d ene, may work the more effectuall7 upon 
n- the other. But whether we admoniſh, or 


eprehend, let what we utter be, ſoft: and 


chaſe and kindle into heats againſt the 


eſs Which is then to actuate us; and ſo the 
ult in out temper would make a flaw, in our 
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he van uiſht his 1 tlence-, and conſtrain 
im to do her Tak 
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with harſh Reflections, theſe may more af 


gentle, that ſo it may penetrate” kindly, 
and be ſweetly impreſſive. And truly ſhould 


Poor” when we-relieve, them; our Paſſion, 
muſt rudely intrench upon that chearful⸗- 


When the heedleſs Judge would not right 
he poor Widow's cauſe; by daily > ems! 


| ce, that ſhe might no 
neer- diſturb his quiet with tireſome Ap- _ 
lications.” -'And' if we be kind as he was 
iſt, meer ly to get rid of importunate Beg- 
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"BY and o it muſt be where compulſion rules **:: 
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. ' Obſecrationss w with: {ad tones and an hideous * 
Oratory : here will be little Mercy ſhew'd I 7 
but tocour ſelves.” What is 17 5 in ſuch lf 

caſe, will be matter of Extortion in the 84. 


2 Poor rather than of Charity in the Rich: wi 


our bounty, inſtead of Chearfulneſs. 
125 Too many of us often caſt a cauſeleſ 4 
| damp” u pon this Chearfulneſs; when by the 

Wong choughts we diſcourage our ſelves; la 


oer by untoward ſuggeſtions diſhearten others P21 


2 m Acts of Mercy. That is, when we ſurmiſe, f * 


ort argue, that charitable Collections to be 
made by. Royal Authority, „fort poor Suffe. 
 rers%$* are not. intended for them, or come 
fot to their hands: but are politick Ton- 
trivances : of: the Sele; or Arts of particular 
Men, to cheat us of our Money. And how- 
ever tlieſe may paſs for light and trivial 
things, yet where they prevail, they'll prove 
of heavy conſequence. For then we inſure 
the needy, libel Governors, traduce our Su- 
periors, and draw down a complicated guilt 
upon dur ſelves, for which we. "uſt anſwe 
| adorher dag. . 
{V. «Thirdly, our Charity niuſk be order 
5 carry?d on Sectetly, . S0 we are taught 
by dur great Maſter, 57. Mat.6. 354. H he 
how Lg Ale „ Py not hes left hand or 
2 52 _ 
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what Fa e, Thane 7 aaa _ 
may be in t is, we not 
lin our Alms to notify the 
gain applauſe; to out ſel ves! 
who gabe 2 the Rule, and beſtrunderſtoodt 
it „ it in the (context Ot heel, 
that 8 not jour Alms before Men tdribe fer. 
of them. We are not to make n. [ſhow: ab. 
them, o or to diſpenſe them in a 


e ar. praiſe ; that is the meaning of the.” |} 
ords, as may be gathered: tom the Scope. 1 
of them. For they were levelled againſt 1 
Tees. whoſe: ractice i in this mütter Was 
notoriouſly. culpable, as Aren ini the cited 
Chapter. Where we find that they did not 


only give y pe in the open Streets, af in pla- 
f greateſt concourſe; but that they 1 wo 


ces 
ſound 1a Trumpet at their diſtribution, 
call in Multitudes to behold them. Sachs 
theatrical way of:giving. Alms, with ſet Pro- 


claimings, and ſolemn ſtudyed Oſtentation of 1 


them; gur REDEEMER torbids, and we muſt 


avoid. But He is not ſo ſtrict as to injoin per, 


petual Hiding them; that would thwhrt ano 
ther Rule from His own ſacred: Mouth, in 
the ſame Heaveuly diſcourſe. St. Mat. 5. 16. 
Let Jour light fo ſpine before Men, that the may 
ſee Jour good works, and glorifie your Father 1 90 ts 
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n e "Bad works (cr if AI 
are an eminent ſort) are a Light, fays the SON 
of 60D. Not to be put under a Buſhel, ſo as 
never to beſcen; but to ſhine ſometimes in the 
Eyes of Men, and to a good and great End, that 
_ hben GOD. ina double Capacity. 
| ar His Grace inabling themſelver 
* to e works : but by inducing others 
td imitate chem by their bri ght Examples. And 
| thercfore by doing Alms in Sceret, is not meant 
doing them quite out of Sight, or 4 perfect 
covering them ftom all notice; for then th 
4 f could not be ſeen of Mes... Nor. — ho 
ſuch a. clandeſtine, or private, doing of good 
works generally practicable; inaſmuch as 
many of them ſhew. themſelves by. inevita- 


Þ ble. indications. Thus, it is 925 poſſible 


3 to build a Church, or found a Colledge, 
or to erect and a Tg a School, or Hol- 


* pital, and the things and doers * lem, 


not be known. : ſuch. benefactions / proclaim 
themſeltes, and their Authors too, 


are not only Inftances , but fignal Exp! ell. 
ons of a noble Charity of ſuch 4 Charity 


as can flow from none but the truly great. 
I mean, from Perſons of great Minds as well 
as great Fortunes; whoſe genere Spirits 
love to do Acts of og Kindn Ss, and 
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to 


to ITT Poſteriry with” a N N 
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But- the we are not. - drqail to coriival 

our Charity wholly; and at all times; yet in 


15 Wbeg e are enclibajy to ven kl, 

II. When! we relieve thy Baſhful,” hp W 8 

ift. "When we gene to n gu Wh = | 
we are apt to pride our ſelves in our Charity, 
and to ſwell or be puff'd bp with conceit 
of it. Here we muſt vail what We do of 
that Nature, or act it in as cloſe a mannet 
5 we can. Elſe in Effect we ſet a Trap, 2 
dul lay a dangerous Snare for our nn 
0 8. 4 779 n 
zly. - When the Perſons 11 e are baſh 


aſham'd to have their Was Diſcovered: .' 


Ce 
Fd Supplies; in caſe wedo not, the World's No- 
iy tie may deject them more, than what we e give. 
may benefit them. | 
In theſe two circumſtances at leaſt, our 
Charity muſt be Secret; to prevent Arro- 
gance in our ſelves; and to ſupport thoſe 
who having a quick 2 of their Straits, 
aro 
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ul and Modeſt. When they are afraid 8 


Then we are to favour them with” private % 
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are fit to droop under the preſſures of a 

known Poverty, and to be over-ſet there: 
with. . J n 53 4 3 1 
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y no means let us ſo 
no means let us ſa 
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| Bt b e Secrecy, 
as vo be afraid or aſham'd to give openly, 
when we meet with fit objects, ox occaſion; 
for it. I here inſert this Todays Wks 

I have, known exceſs of Modeſty, ſometimes 

| hinder works of Mercy ; which it can hard- 
ly de without a faut —3 
. In the. Fourth. Place, Ou Chi 
muſt be exercis d with Prudence. And here 

1 ſolid Wiſdom will lictate ſexeral pr Rules, a 
proper and.needful to be obſery'd.,, 1; mention 
but fixe. As, Yrs; 19 1111 


uo? 


+ +. , We muſt do it Honeſtly, wife 


. 


4. 


What's our own. Otherwiſe what we call 
Alms, GOD will count Theft ; becauſe, inſor. 1 
His fight. we plainly rob. one to pay ano. o 

ther, Where debts are great therefore,  Almsſſie 


” 


1 guilty of Iniuſtice 3 in . parting with. .anothers ay... 
Right which we haye no power to diſpoſeſo . 
dog. For, fo by a formal, but fictitious Char! 
ty, we may lay cur ſelves open to Judgment 


FI. 


huere, and vengeance at laſt. 


n 
9 | * 5 50149 . 
W maſt be carchul alſo chat our Chari 
iſſues not from unjuſt Gains, nor from . anyſÞmi 


duns chat we, raife by our Sins. The Hirg., . 
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"I *;7 d 4 4 +g/ #-- + das x mat W * ene « .. > * a 
f a Whore: might not be brought into the 
ouſe of the LORD 


o put the price of blood into the holy 
[realury,' was pronounc d unlawful, St. Mar. 
7. 6. And a, like parity of reaſon there is 
hy our Alms which are Sacrifſces, or Ob- 
ations to GOD ſhould. not conſiſt of un: 


whul., Gettings;, 78 as they are Fruits 


nd Products of morgl filthineſs; ſo a great 
leal of baſeneſs cleayeth, to them, as they 


ity ere occaſions of itt. 
ere Idly. We muſt give Sperdily. a As. expedi> | 
a Fog. is laudable in ſecular; ſo it is in reli | 


ious Concerns; and if it be needful._ in ci. 
il, then much more in ſacred Affairs. Nor 
ue we ty'd to it more expreſly in any other 
oly Duties, than in beſtowing our Charity : 
infor whatever liberty of Slackneſs we aſſume 
J our ſelves, none at all is allow'd us 
e being ſtrictly limited to quick Diſpatch, 
ind permitted no manner of procraſtination. 
4). ner, to thy neighbour , go, and come again | 
jo, morrom, aud I will givg ; when thou haſt it 
ly thee, Prov. 3. 28. Such an enemy is GOP 

d delay here, that He charges us not to de 


cr, one day. And we had need Jay hol 


N the. preſent opportunity 7 and not car eleſl 
mit it: for it we do by ſome ſudden and 
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Anfſter Accident or 30 other "Tar! Charity i af dete 


12 
Ss 
A 'P be obſtructed, and maße for ever, _ imprad elt 
pt cable. . n io ne 7 ford 
5 
$ 


Thus, Others of Charity n be remov' 
fs we) and tho* now they arc near us, che 
Tet at 1 diſtance. GObDeme 
$ W.- Fr dem Rr of ts on Earth; or br d 

13 them to himſelf, may ſupply theit 
wants with the fulneſs of Heaven. 
Or if they remain with us, we may te 40 
ld to relieve them. For the World is tran: 
ſſſient, and Riches are incertain; Prov. 23. x, 
ie make themſelves Wings, and "fly away «ff 
"| an Eagle towards Heaven. And how ſoon they 
may Ake tier farewel flight conveying them- 
— . wholly out of our't ellion; we cannot 
75 MN | i t — * 1 
® * Or if our W calth cba, our „Riu may 
boil ful. For we are mortal and muſt die, anc 

"| death} may ſnatch us immediateiy from hence 
Hat whenever it does fo, our Charity un 
perfor: m'd is finally prevented; and all oppor 
5 kunities f our doing good are pak 
\ for | ht 
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Or 'laftly. Where People are very” Poor 
5 we 2 off relieving | for any time, 
they may periſh in the interval for want of 
Succour. And "then how | ſhall we be able tc 
Took them in the, Face i in the other Work whe 
. ay 
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hero it mall be Adly laid do dur Tharge, that 
citaxved tReir Souls out of their Bodies, by noe + 
Yrording them timely ſuſtenance? 92 


Upon theſe, and ſuch Conidergtions, 
And i 


ould ſpeed our works of Mercy. 

\metimes/ we catch at occaſions as ſoon'as of 

rd; or ſeek them before they are preſented i 

co us; and fo rc vs e the Craving of the 
| oneſt Poor: ſuch « Merciful forwardneſs in 

pany caſes,/ will deſerve e 

an rewW ard. 105 N 

Tis a common Sing : 

it ; he gives twice, t af Gives g 

ould haſten our Alus war erde 

ouble them. ich 

And tale "tis wiſe, ory fo very! 4 

ible, not to deber our whole Charity till death; 

or then we muft truſt others with its Seeks." 

ent, or diſtribution ; which too often proves 

nhappy; becauſe fo many times, the Right 

the Poor is made an Executor's Prey; and a 

orrupt hand defeats the intention” of a gene- 

us Mind. Whereas he that divides his 

Ums amongſt the Needy Himſelf, by that 
xpedic at effectually precludes this rad. «3 

Fe's ſure the neceſſitous ſhall have Whar He 

of 19 ho in Feli tine aht * Almoner, . 925 
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0 Idleneſs and Extravagancies : and then x 
_ Jome/go away with, more than they : ſhould 
ll =! by that means, others muſt be put of 
with leſs than they ought... 


for then ve hall not only pinch them, bu 
„ thereby may i% ull down want upon our ſel ves 
lIhere is that with. holdeth more than is meet, but 

may ever be ready to relieve the indigent, an- 


.  -_ proper weekly to lay by ſomewhat of our i 
come, or our gains, in ſuch reaſonable propor 
0 x f i . / eue 
tions as we ſhall think fit. So we ſhall come u 
to tlie Apoſtle's method for ſuccouring diſtreſſe 
Chriſtians of old; where he gave this ordert 


And that here we may order things t 
better, we muſt labour to inform our ſelv: 
touching Mens Poverty, if it be real and int 

vitable, and not r 
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IIIdly. We mut apportion our  Alms to f 
Receivers wants. We are not to give then 
more than they need; for ſo we diſpoſe then 


Nor muſt we give them leſs than they need 


ert, Prov. 18. 24. And that w 


to afford them ſuitable Supplies, we ſhould al 
ways have a ſtock by us devoted to that ug... 
And to maintain that Sacred Fund, it will 


the firſt day of the week let every one of yo 
lay by him in ſtore as GOD hath , proſper 
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ther diſſembled, or ſe 
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uſeneſs, or Sloth ; becauſe they will not be 


a give them ſo much as bread, ſo long as they 
an fave or earn it; if any will not wort, neither 


Find : and according as their wants are more 


regent and preſſing, we muſt be the more li- 


hey have moſt, who mo 


pon which account decay'd Gentlemen never 
d to toil and take pains; muſt have a tender 


ren that can't labour; and the old and infirm 
Fhen their work is done, eſpecially ifthley were 
INauſtrious in the time of ftrength+ Alſo the 
lt in body K and the meal in Mind, that know 


v. „ | 5 
rocur'd. For if they be Poor thro' pro- 


rugal, or will not work; and yet are ca- 
able of one, or both: we are not bound - 


bim eat, ſays GOD Himſelf, 2 The,. 3. 10. 
But to them that ask becauſe they need, and 
eed becauſe their care and induſtry can't bring 
hem in meet Supplies; to them we muſt be 


xeral'to them. We muſt always take care that 
eed it; and upon 
ccount of their different wants we ſhall often 
nd; that when a Shilling is too much for ſome, 
Pound may not be enough for others. 
Particular regard alſo muſt be had to the qua- 
leuſities and Conditions of the Indigent. For their 
ircumſtances may much aggravate their wants, 
nd double their hardſhip to that of other mens. 


eſpect ſnew'd them. And ſo muſt young Chil. 
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| times men in extream mant, muſt have a lar 
ger Portion of our Charity, than the truly good 
For tho' the Religious carry it in point of deſertsFthe) 
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ot that have decrepit Parents to maintain. Srran 


FBioldiers worn out, or maimed in War; and Peo 
ple undone by fire, floods, or any {ad Misfor 
dune, are mightily. to be pitied. As ſuch 2 
ttheſe ate reduc'd. to hardeſt Meaſures, and fec 
the heavieſt weight of adverſity; ſo in ou 
1 Merey they 
ference. « hy. a GR Rs; ed, 5% 
IVI. Our Alms muft have reſpect to the Re 
5 teivers Merits. - And fo they muſt have moſt that 
d defervebeſt; for as pniverſal Charity become 
a2 Chriſtian, ſo he muſt extend it chiefly to the 


- Himſelf Who is the main Exemplar and Rule 
s well, as the Source of all Mercy: for He ſhewifher 
moſt favour to the Religious. And as the Re 
igious who are moſt pure in themſelves and up 
mizt in their ways, are the principal obſełts o 
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Rule for ſhewing Mercy. Ch III Th. 
not ho to ift: and Houſc-keepers bertheyWcah 
with Children, or overtharg?d with Nephew. 


N. 
8 Py 


irs likewiſe diſtreſſ d in a foreign Country; 


ſhould. find à fuirable preFarth 


pious - we muſt do good to all Men, but eſpe 


here again, we ſhall do but like the Great GOD 


His mercy; ſo they muſt be of owrs. Yer ſome 


WAnk 


yet the heavy needs of the other, — et ents 
bar ON to i SPEND os + Scat © 


Py 


— 


h. mT A 1. 8 . 15 WE 
ical of 333 on their fides, as to cheir pre 


ent Exigencies. #7 
Now amongft Perſons to be favour'd upon 
ccount of Religion. Tuba mut d N 5 


11. 7 They that eee e 95 
fer Religion before ail other Intereſts... That 43 
huſe to part with Relations, Friends, Country 
oſſeſſions, and all that is dear to them upon 

* rather than deſert and give 
Theſe have been already” pointed 


T that are 25815 Mini Re 15 
pi 1 Thy conſcienciouſiy in e 8 I 
al Perſons: thac have Cure of Souls, and: 
nder Maintenance want neceflary —.— 
nd yet which is hard, and exceeding e ve 
cy. have neither time, nor liberty by Lam, to 5 
ake proviſions for themſelves And. Families as 
her Men may do, theſe therefore muſt be in- 
tbd to the faireſt Charity we can afford; and 8 1 
r ſuch we ſhould ſtrain to do our beqt, conſi- i. 
Fring the noble tendency of our bounty. For 
| cating. them in their ſtraits we andy help to 
omote GODꝰs Truth and Righteoufneſs; and 


hance the Honour and Intereſts of Heaven: 89 
they that encourage Agents and make Inſtru- 
cats more fit for an Nee work; by ſo do- 


ing 


17 a Facts. and e ig go N it ga 
+ £8 e AS 4 


* bn e this iwayy there i is a very ul: 0. 


and unexceptionable Fund into which they 10 
1 ay throw ĩ z the ae for relief of thei { 
| Poor Clergy late ted by the Queens Ma to 
jeſty. Fan agel She was pleas'd to e be 
 Habliſh by Her Royal Charter, in the hands offff A 


udent and pious Managers fbr prop agating "thr 
Goſpel i In foteign Countrie 8. 80 that they who 
Aff by their generous e to n 
fluch noble works of ; publick and ſpiritual Ne 
1 ture; rather than diſpenſe it to private Perſon 
And lower uſes; may here beſtow their Bount 
* Vl without all alpen of e it r e af 
mikeppiy d. . np e he 

TEA - We muft fate bends our own Ab 
. 1 | Tities... For this we have a worthy Pattern, Ad 
i 1 11. 29,30. The diſciples very one according to hn 
d4hbilitie determined to ſend relief untotbe Brethr: 
who dwelt in Judea. | Which\al fo they did, and ſen 
it tu the Elders by the hands Barnabas and Sau 
. 1 this Rule is that of 8 „be 4 

ul after thy power: haſt much, give plente 
2 95 ? 2 75 455 —_ togins of t lu cord 
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Ch. III 2 A Kule for {hewing Mercy. 


With which the counſel of another wiſe man 
falls in exactly. Give anto the moſt High, ac- 
cording as He hath inriched thee ; and as thou haſt 
gotten give with a chearful eye , Ecclus 35, 

IO, ; | | 
6 Only remember, that they who ( 1 1 
to wiſe meaſures) give moſt freely; ſhall alſo Þ 
\ cl be moſt liberally rewarded. For ſpeaking of 
0 1 p e * = 

oweth ſparingly, (hall rea» ſparingiy; and he m 
by i [hall el bound 5 * Gori 
ot 9. 6. And fince the Harveſt of recompence 
Nall [hall ſo anſwer to the Seed of Charity; it will be 
wiſdom not to grutch our Seed, becauſe there- 
by we ſhall hinder our Crop. Too much fru- 
gality here muſt be very prepoſterous, and can 
no where turn more to our prejudice. For o- 
ver-ſparingneſs will diminiſh our Beati:ude ; 
and ſo prove a moſt inurious Parſt. 
mony. $ 1 oaho 

When the great Day of Retribution comes , 
every one will be for the faireſt Recompence: 
the richeſt Robe, and brighteſt Crown, and 
Thigheſt Throne will then be moſt acceptable. 
But at that day, as all ſhall be rewarded ac- 
cording to their works; fo our preſent Boun- 
ty ſhall particularly be the meaſure of our 
future Glory. So that upon the whole matter, 

Vit they muſt be wiſeſt * give moſt, N f 
| that 
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that enſures ampleſt Remunerations in the E. 


Should any inquire af what Rate we muſt We 


cual! 
Dilcretion muſt guide and govern him in his ſo 
proper circumſtances. As he beſt knows his ia 
own Income and Expences, ſo he is beſt a- It 
ble to regulate his Alms; and to chuſe and ap- tles 


be meaſur'd, or ſet out. We are to allow at 


go to the Poor, Deut. 14. 28, 29. which was all 


F great Reaſon'to be as much more Charitable 
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an 


"ternal World. 


* 


bets fz or in what Proportion Alms are to if of 


ue out of our Eſtates: Ianſwer, Here eſpe- ber 
Prudence is to rule, and every mans me 


* 


- 


* 


4 bs to what degree they ſhall flow, in what 


hannels they ſhall run, and how long they ec 


E fhall continue. In theſe Particularities all I fig! 
E Chriſtians are to judge and manage for the 
themſelves, and muſt be left to their own con- 
E 5 duct. 7 0 8 8 3 995 ; 


Yetas to Alms in general they may thus 


leaſt the Thirtieth part of our Eſtates to pions 
Vſes.. This is inferr'd from the divine Impo- 
fition upon the Jews , when GOD made it a 
law to them that their third years Tithes ſhould 


one with the 7hirtieth part of their whole pro- 


duds or profits. But then we Chriſtians ſharing 
much deeper inHeaven's Mercy than the); have 


LY — 


Tho 
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Tho' how far our Alms are to be enlarg'd 
upon this account beyond theirs, we muſt 
well conſider, and for our ſelves every one 
of us muſt conclude. And as in this mat- 
ter our perſonal Quality , Family, and Do- 
meſtick circumſtances are to be conſider d; 
ſo great regard is to be had to Heaven's ſpe- 
cial favours, and the particular Obligations 
it lays upon us in our reſpective Capaci- 

cles. | eo | 

And I nothing doubt, but that upon due 
recollection, all of us may call to Mind ſome 
fignal Bleſſings from above, which tie us to 
the utmoſt Liberality we can uſe: and may, 
fairly put us upon that extenſive Merc 
which the „ where it directs, 
he that hath tro coats, let him impart to him, 
that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him 

do likewiſe, St. Luke 3. 11. — 
The /aft Rule for Mercy is, we muſt exerciſe i 
it Conſtantly. No time for that muſt be lot by 
us, or ever let ſlip; as oft as we have occaſion 
we muſt lay faſt hold of it: as we have opportu= 
nity let us do good, Gal. 6.10, GOD is here 
made our preſident, and ſo our Mercy in its 
duration, as far as it can muſt come up to His; 

and be of the longeſt continuance it can reach 
to, becauſe His is everlaſting. And indeed the 
perpetuity of His Mercy 7 our happineſs; were: 
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68 A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. Ch. III. 
it not for that, how ſad would our condition 
be? For were His Mercy only for to day, when 
wie need it to Morrow; or only for this Year, 
when we need it the next; or only while we 
live, when we ſhall want it both when we dye, 
and after we are dead: what would become of 
vs? and where ſhould we have our portion for 
ever? But therefore for our comfort His Mercy 
flows with an eternal ftream, and yields Re. 
freſhments to all worthy of them. And GOD"; 
Mercy being ſo permanent, and ours being to 
imitate His; becauſe His will never fail while "Tie 
He exiſts, ours muſt be active ſo long as we live. 
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1 H A P. Iv. . 


I. Motives to Mercy from 
the Work it ſelf. II. It 
is Neeſſary ITI. Noble, 
IV. And P TIM ing. 


I. I Am m come to ths laſt part of this 
Subje&. To'offer, that is, ſome plain 


Motives to excite and induce to the exerciſe of 


Merey. 


They ſhall be drawn fom Tos T opicts, or 
Heads. 


I. From Mercy it ſelf, 

II. FromGOD. 

III. From Men. | 
IV. From Advantages it brings. 


Firſt. From Mercy it ſelf. And here the 4 


Qualities or Properties of it muſt be conſider'd 
as meet Incentives. 
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3 I . It is a neceſſary Duty. As indiſpen- 


ſably neceſſary as divine Precept can make it; 


. Grve to Him that agketh, + Give to the Poor. 
Charge them who are rich in this World, that 
ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate. 
either refuſe or neglect to be ſo : we run 
| counter to the Will of GOD moſt plainly 
E declired, and trample upon His Law which 


fore to be merciful to Men, as it is for us to be 
obedient to Him. r | 


upon many divine Commands at once, and 
thereby contract a moſt perilous Guilt. 


; [ Ay 
/ o - : 


# 


and ſcarce any piece of religious Practice is 
more frequently and peremptorily urg'd by 
expreis commands in the ſacred Books. 


Give Ams of ſuch things as je have. 
they do good, that they be rich: in good works, 


Andif after theſe Commands, and many more 
az forcible laid upon us to be merciful; we 


He has made our Rule. It is as neceſſary there- 


Which conſider'd we ſhould be very careful 
of ever lighting any objects of Mercy that oc- 
cur; for tho? ſo we may ſave a little expence, 
yet at the ſame time we muſt turn our Backs 
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Kst. Mat. 5.42. F St. Mat. 19.21. | St. 
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erted in generous Acts, ſo it dignifies us with a 
divine Impreſs, ſtamping; the Likeneſs of GOD 


„draw us powerfully to the work, becauſe it is 
| ſo innobling. For what higher Prerogativecan 
ve aim at, than reſemblance of the DEITY ? 
and in what more glorious Perfection than Mer- 
cy can-we. bear its Similitude? As many there - 


« Sir es are divinely ambitious, and would, file 
C high in celeſtial Honour, muſt aſcend to it by 


the way of Mercy. For as that is a great orna- 


n of GOD will give the beautifulleſt Crown to 
chem chat beſt. imitate it. Such. as do that, 
** If ſhall not only ſhine in this lower ſtate, but be 
ul Ninrab'd for cver with brighteſt Splendors in 


the Regions above. ee 
© || Nay, Charity it ſelf will then (in the root or 


principle of it) adorn us, and be a mark of 


to like Iajo ment) then {hall Charity continue 
> Ind flouriſh molt. And therefore: the Apoſtle 


III. 2ly.. It is « Noble Duty. As it is ex- 


upon us. And as one reaſon; why He inſoyns 
us to be Mexciful, is that we might be confor- 
mable to Himſelf; ſo the ſame reaſon ſhould 


! ment as well as virtue in Men; ſo the Mercy 


great and endleſs Glory upon us. For when o- 
her Spiritual Graces as well as Gifts ſhall fail, 
nd Faith, and Hope amongſt the reſt (the firſt 
eing turn'd into bleſſed Viſion, and theſecond 


iles it the greateſt of the Graces, x Cor. 13- } 
ä | 2" < —_—_ 
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in us, and affects us with ſo ſweet tho? ſecre 


too. 


As cruelty and oppreſſion burthen the Conſci 
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alt. becauſe it ſurmounts them in this point of 


Nobleneſs, perpetual Durtaion. For in Heaven Nor 
E it ſelf. it ſhall never be antiquated or out of atio 


date, but ſhall there ſhine out as the Sun at 
Noon, and make us always do fo 


And then, beſides adding to our Glory, it Iry R 


will be a chief Ingredient in our Felicity. 'For erate 


what greater happineſs can there be, then lo- them 
ving GOD, and all whom He loves inceſſant. their 
ly, and for ever. As this farther innobles Ar 
Charity, ſo it ſtill recommends it more forcibly No! 


to our Praftice., 5 Inncul 
IV. 3ly. It is a pleaſing Duty. And that But 


4 on all hands; to the Actors, to the Objects of ſus tc 
it, and to GODHimſelf with 


To the Actors. For befides the great Satiſ- Ito d. 


faction they find in obeying GOD's Will, and] He« 


in conforming to Himſelf: they feel other highſſtures 
contentments and thy" 4k as they do good ſobſec 
to thoſe of the ſame Nature with themſelves. Jin ne 


ence, and lay an heavy load upon the Spirit 


as they ſtartle and ſting us with terrifying hor ſelve: 


rors, and ſad reſentments; ſo Mercy expreſs Chile 
to them that need it, kindles filent Joys with pleaſ 


Gratifications, as are better felt, than they ca! 
be deſcrib'd. ee 
; Y | > 8 | T) 
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FIV. A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 73 | 
f To the Object 3 of it alſo Mercy 1s pleaſing. 3 
Nor can it be otherwiſe when its Diſpen- 


1 | 
Nations terminate in them, and turn to their 
t Penefit. When the Hungry are fed, the 


Naked cloathed, the Sick comforted, and 
Priſoners freed. Theſe are favours that car- 
ry Refreſhments along with them: Such 
grateful Reliefs, that they who ſhare in 
hem and perceiye no Pleaſure ; muſt want 
t- their Senſes Ne + 2h 
es And then it is pleaſing to GOD likewiſe. 
ly No Duty (as was ſaid even now) is more 
nculcated in the holy Volume, than this. 
But then what GOD {ſo earneftly requires 
us to do , He muft needs be much pleas'd 
with when it is done. And ought 'we not 
to do what in us lies to pleaſe GOD? _ 

nd He is our GOD , and we are His Crea- 
oh ltures; and that's enough to make us moſt 
odlobſequionus to Him. But then we are His 
es. Iin nearer Relations too; His redeemed Peo- 
ci-Irle, and his devoted Servants. And which 
it Is more yet, we pretend and profeſs our 
or ſelves truly regenerate, and His adopted 


e 
1 * * * 7 
* 1 EL Eh F \ 
4 : , 7 PL ul 1 
* 


Children; and is it not then our Duty to 


tEpleaſe Him? 


We 
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11 A Rule fot hrwing Mercy. Ch. IV. 
We have diſpleasd Him much and often, 
by our backwardneſs to Duties, and remil. 
neſs in them. Nay, in this very caſe wel 
have done it too frequently; and ſhall we: 
da ſo ſtill, and go on farther in the offenfive 
aMegio@? 7! 24 1 219957 dne 
| Is it not our Intereſt to pleaſe GOD 
and will it not conduce to our final Hap. 
paineſs? Can we poflibly pleaſe a better than 
He, or have we reaſon to pleaſe any one 
ſo. well? Let theſe conſiderations incline 
us to the work, and make us perſiſt faithfully 
in it; that GOD may be delighted with ; 
and our Proceedings. . 1&4" 4 


BV ͤ this Argument St. Paul would per. 
ſuade Men to works of Mercy, Heb. 13. 16, 
Jo do good and to communicate forget not, 
for with ſuch ſacrifices GOD is well pleaſed. Works 

of Mercy are Sacrißces to the ALMIGHTY, 
| © Such things as He not only permits and in 
Juaoains us to do, or as He approves and ac 
cepts when done; but ſuch as the doing o 

is hugely pleaſing and ſatisfactory to Him 
uſt as the appointed Offices were under thi 
Jewiſh Polity, and Levitical Prieſthood ; fro 
which He is often ſaid to {ſmell a ſweet 
” _ Savour. - 
=_ SIN 


Ane 


. 
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IV. A Rule for ri Mercy. 75 
5 And that Alms-deeds are preferrable to le- 
ul-W:1 Sacrifices in GOD's account, and more 
WeBlcafing to Him; we learn from authen- 
Weick information, Mic. 6. 7, 8. Will the 
VELORD be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, 
with ten thouſands of Rivers of Oil? ſhall Igide 
"Wy fr t-born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my 
p. och for the ſin of my ſoul ? He hath ſhewed thee, 
all) nan, what is good; and what doth the LORD 
MN W-quire of thee ? but to do juſtly, and to love Mer- 
ny, and to walk hambly with thy GOD. Which 
ly mphatical Paſſage makes it manifeſt, that 
# 1Froral, or divine Goodneſs is the great thing 
hich GOD recommends, and Would fain 
each us. And that amongſt other branches 
If that Goodneſs, Mercy ſpringing up from 
ove or the root of Charity ; is more Jeans 1 
o Him than richeſt Oblations. Should they 


onſiſt of vaſteſt Flocks, of Torrents of Oil, 
Pe of our own deareſt Children; they would 


& nothing comparable to Mercy in His fight. 
ind therefore whatever Victims ftand in its 
ay, by GOD's own order they muſt be 
n Wut afide, and give place to Mercy as leſs va- 
DD Fuablec than that : will have Mercy and not Sa- 
Mfriffce, St. Mat. 9. 13. | 4 
We therefore that have often grieved GD, 
ow very Charitable ſhould we now be? that 
n way of repriſal upon our ſelves, and of Ho- 
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Iy amends to Him; we might ſurely do wha 
He beſt accepts. On our vanities 2 we 
have beſtow d great coſt, and to pleaſe our {elve, 


with as much as we can well ſpare; to plcal: 
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have been expenſive in our Sins: how willing 
then, out of Mercy to the Poor, ſhould we par 
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us an Example of it. 
III. He will requite our 
Mercy. IV. He hath made 
us the great O55 
from Himſelf. 


XS Mercy is a Perfection eſſential to 
60, ſo he continually expreſſes it 
— ith amazing Freeneſs. And the reaſon why 


fit is in Himſelf. For being naturally in His 
ſence, from thence it will moſt freely flow to 
| that are capable of receiving it. Even as 
freely as light does from the Sun, or Water 


orſt of Men. And 'tis happy for us that 


t does ſo; for to its exuberance we owe our. 


N 
I 1 
. 
«2 4 
"= 
, . <= 
.-. 
— X , 
x 
* 2 
> 
* 
” } 
- wk 
yg 7 
* | 
15 -#  - 
N N 
4 
« 
* 


ntinuance here, with the preſent Bleflings 
N | that 


} 


h. V. A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 77 
IJ. Motives to Mercy taken 


from GOD. II. He Gives 


ects of Mercy 


e exhibits it ſo liberally, is, becauſe the root 


tom a Fountain, or Wickedneſs from the 
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ſurround us; as well as all our future Expectan- 
cies. For tho GOD's Mercy be immenle, yet 


be but as a ſealed Fountain to , and we ſhould 
periſn for ever for want of its bleſſed communi 
- cations. But now that it runs out into ſuch a 
Are receptive of it, and favours them with fret 
iümpartures of it ſelf; not only our injoyment; 


4 But then here's a new Argument to perſuade to 
Ben Charity. 6p | 


| ceeds both expreſſion and thoughts. For be. 
_  fides innumerable Good things which He noy 
-- - youchſatesus, He has promis'd us eternal one: 
to come. And when GOD who hath given and 
bes give us at ſuch a rate; will always do it « 
* Hove what we can ſpeak or think : fo glorious: 
Pattern ſet before us, ſhould inflame us to zex 


As one proof of His Exemplary Mercy, H: 
5 And the SON yang in Mercy (as in other Per 
fections) the expreſs 


F. 2. 14. Who gave Himſelf for us-thas H 
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were it confhn'd;to His own Being, it would 


in this life, but the Felicities we hope for in the 
other, are all Effluxes of this diffuſive Property 
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II. I mean, GOD's Example - which far ex. 


lous Imitation. 
gave His only Son for the World, St. John 3. 16. 
Image of His FATHER; 


joyn'd with Him in that compaſſion, and gut! 
Himſelf. So we are told by an inſpir'd Writer 
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and even dy'd ignominiouſly for our Redemption, 


or ſhewing Mercy. 79 
of that GOD who is the Father of Mercies, con- 
urt'd with Him in this Act of fignal kindneſs, 


au ht not our practice as toMercy to be over-ruPd d 


Wy ſo illuſtricus a Prefident ? © Efpeciallywhen it 
 ulWM1nds recommended to us in the divine Oracles, 
ren purpoſe that it might here influence and go- 
nah ern us. For ye know the gract of our LORD + 
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tles CHRIST, that tho" He was rich, yet fr- 


our ſakes He became Poor, that ye thro His Ho- 


lition than He ? Let of one fo rich He became 
e ſuffer d. What ſhall ever win u, to Charity, 


ail? For here we fee GOD Merciful to Men, 
ven to aſtoniſhing Diminution of Himfelf: and 


ncline us to Alms and ſuch Benefactions as are 


in be usd ? Yet let us go on to another. 


Reer we do in obedience to His Will, and to 
4Bdvance His Honour; He will aſſuredlyturn to 
ur Advantage. GOD is not unrigbteous, to 
Hi orget your work and labour of love, Heb. 6. to. 
VF upon His account we bs at the leaſt trouble 
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erty might become rich, 2 Coy. S. 9. None were 
ver ſo rich as our SAVIOUR in the Glories of 
eaven; but yy Earth who was poorer in con- 
o poor, that we might be inricht by the change 


this Diſpenſation and this tupendous Example 
that will not bring us to a liberal Mind, and 


our power; what more cogent Arguments | 


III. GOD will requite the Mercy me ſhew.What- 0 
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or expence; He can no more forget, or omi 


rewarding it; than He can be guilty of down. 


right Injuſtice. And b:cauſe GOD , compen: 


all that we ſo expend is ſaid to be lent Him : 
he that giveth to the Poor, lendeth to the LORD 
and that which He hath given ſhall he pay him again, 
Prov. 15.17. And very often He pays Men i 
Kind, vouchſafing them a competent, if not u 
eminent outward Proſperity. The bread whic 

they caſt upon the 2 He cauſeth to be 
found after many days; and their charitabl: 
Scatterings He turns to Increaſe. We learn y 
much from What dropt from a great Writer 
Pen, Ecclus 35. 11. The LORD recompenceth 
and will give thee ſeven times as much. 

Too many think that what they give away i 
loſt; but that's a wrong Notion ot Alms, hic 
on the other ſide we are to count laid up, 
Alphonſus the Sicilian King reckon'd them. Fa 
being askt when he parted with many thing 
what he would keep for iimiell; ne anſwere 
rightly, thoſe things which I give: and added n 
properly) the reſt are none of mine. And trul 
things that are piouſly given, are beſt ſecured 
nay, they are not only well repoſited, but (hal 
improve. For the Mercy we exerciſe will, mu 
tipl, upon us, and crown uz with the more cx 
ternal Happineſs. Therefore ſaid our LORL 

/ give 


157 paw it 22 be g ns. 7s; O'S WO * 5 
15 which agrees Sclomon's aſſertion, he Ha, 
veih wnto' the: Poor ſball noi lack, "Prov. «8 27+. 4 
Nor Was the good man out ih his 2 Wien 
rays 5 le _— e eres, 
fo they Hould lay ap treaſure for t , 
the day of . To, 4. 8 Fg 9. The „ 
1 e 10'this purpoſe,.. Eccles, 1 1,2. Geve.  ' 
port ion to\feven,and alſo.t0 eight” : for Te . 
f or bn, 9 upon wh, Tee . © 


P 3 4 4 
= 4 . 
— —— — - N w — — * N : 
——_ *R 1 > 2 PS F * 4 — 8 Oz een 


nn — 


ot hu ol 
cl we: and che ED recur: Sold ga 27 
„ness when/wogreatly: want jc, we {hall ſo ver 
Fe happily, reap Atuits ſpringing bp. "from. tho 4 
in; whom: weyater'd with thethowres of our @wn 
ere Liberalitg. Ora nos Hould beinabl'd „ 55 
| ff what we beſtow to tequite our: bounty) When 
ru we nee it; A. e having been charitable to 
red them, upon the cc e I OG Y 0 U 
[na GOD wouldtavonr us,” He wou ſupply our 4 | 
mul wants, or ſecute us from: Dangers," or defend i 
A 5 rhe . e ng the Sch f 8j. 
LY 2 ] 
e r OY e i 1 


"Be : 
« a \ . g 4%» 0 
5 8 % * 1 
6 « 4 $2 
g 
PS. / 1 W 


4 7 Fi i * , 
PTR 
N 6 1 


"orgy 


"+: 


A * ww,” 
* W * [4 \ * = 
"% 4 +. 


7 * mag; . e ee «wa 


NO et; 


I © Re? {2 == 


2 „ . * 5 n q | So t. 
, 2 * 18 bog ä wart WE, 5 OUT br and our "own We : 
e Ns 1 08 invite us to Mercy; whe! 
D wall bin it. 

in the 


75 K Men care and tra. 
19 55 blood I Bug and 
Ty A «Seas : ſome rack thei 
[24 = with labour waſte 

*% 8 here a mot ſure, and yet 
| = 12 | m 4 mpendious Way! x Be mercif u 
to thePop it be beſt you ſhall thriye 
"GOD D will.cequite, your religi 
F of h 4 otter. things: a8. With Con 
< *Ch RE of Spirit, or the 
'of leer Countrnance au 


1 7 356 P 4 . 
1 ö 1 As esche $a 

6 1 5 pocs, larther | aud tec 
| de to F 5 5 not 0 25 
gy 5 þ 1 ok In 440 
my divine and.end endlelsLik 
Men = Tha Sire I” 11 
Al 


32 


| Þ Ah peace a 

2 Ad beef er 
e „ 5 f 
1 . 1 


5 5 N 5 


„ 


. 
* 


_ * 9 | : 


G 2 ale fe 


churl, to utmoſt Liberality: | Ws UT e 
Nees. 


7 "Himſ?If. This will Toon Inca 
Wiranfient Reflection upon! His Niere 7 


| Contint ance: As THE hive been Treely- . 
| wh ſo'they "have 


4 1 th 2 


4 3 y - 
% - 


1 e 
og Mate. 1 


ald to WO themſulves b 7 that wax not on, 
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and our Bleſſed LORD left us it in charge, vo, N 7 
Lake 16. 9. to make unto our ſelves reends ofthe; 
Mammon of unrightedafueſs', that hen me fail, 
they may receive us into perl ſting 9 
So that by being charitable in out Life; tire, 
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when we dye; Whete as we meet pats 
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ind ever. And by the Taft of ETSY . 


poſhibly here lay out, will be 
than a thouſand fold. A Confi ation, 
if duly weigh'd; can't but malle the” inge 
dlerciful ; nay, entice the moſt fordid covetous 
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e; go been conſuming in our Graves, or: deſpair; 
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d. J cheſe and other Miferies, is owingauholly to. 


n.60, and ſolelycheEffe of His Patient Mer. 
It, cy. 1 8 en ne VI. 3 36-10 4s 47 20 44 
ch rn this all that His Mercy does for us, be i 
U. beſides ſhielding, us from N it ſends / 
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the Air for Breath, and Fire for Heat; and the“ 
Earth and Water for numberle ſs 7 5 + Houſes» 
40 harbour, Food to nouriſh, and Friends dn. - WM 
Clothes to comfort and cover 65. 4 it defend? Ml 
us in dangers, ſo in difficulties it ditects us, and: MM 
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chers dur Contrivances; and proſpers eur CA, 
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Minds, and its heavenly Comforts for our en- 
courage ment and ſupport: ſo He gives us His 
Mord to enlighten and inſtruct us; and His 
Ordinances for inſtruments of our Edification. 
F And leaſt all theſe [ſhould be inſufficient With. 
cout farther aſſiſtance, He fets other hands a 
| work beſides dur ownz to compaſs, our Happi- 
- nels ;.as Apoſtles, Prophets, 3 
ſtbrs and Teachers, Eph. 4. 21. Ang then to 
* theſe earthly (tho? ſpiritual Miniſters) Me hath 
ſoperadded every one of his Angels, u ho are 
generally imploy'd: to guard and ſerve us, The Wymp 
Agel of rhe LURD encampeth round about them 
that fear Hin, Pſal. 247; And are they not 4 
miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them 
1 who ſpall be a ei of Sal vation, Heb. 1. 4. If 
-  our-piovsCiſpohtions and practices give us à Ti- 
te to the etcrnaÞ Inheritance; Angels are but 
Mliſſionaries ſent out upon our account. . Tho? 
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of them, and every one gradually higherlthan 
another; yet. che hi Fr ane of- 1 55 Higheſt; 
Order miniſter t to GOD fee, "be2rhby nsr 
ſo de ſpicable amongſt Menn. 
And then from theſe Me ercies, Ander Mer. 
cies reſult. For under ſuc 1 hrs Rerrfucs 
Ne Miniſtry; how 'fafe may webs (if owel 
pleaſe Jt rom Spiritual Evils? For 3 | 
tion'd helps as we are wellfenc'd again Pan 
ger, ſo no Difficulties ſhall be too Hatt fru; 
ve being impower'd to all. Dutieb nd 
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thſtandidg 
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hope of obtaining. them ; ; He has 10 55 anſwer d Me 


us. And As ſeaſonably he has relſcu'd; us from Merci 
\ diſcouragi ing doubts wo HY in conflicts with themſſpoor 1 
they — moſt overſet us. Under fears alſo andlHe mi 
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as been thus gracious to us, wil ſo. e e 

ind his tender Mercy hall never 9 an 
{5 pr unworthineſs turns it aw NIN has 
anſom'd us from Sin, lo (if it be not our Hol) = 

t will convey e to Bliſs: and in, order, thereto 3 
ill give ug che means of Salvation, and helps 
to Duty; and will, teach % how. to lixe, and 
ake 1s willing to Dye, and in Der ch will af. 
ford us all needlul aſſiſtances. Boa 1 
But O then ſhall not all 955 Meat and win | 
? Thall not ſo many, and ſuch obliging fa. MM 
ours prevail} with us? Have. we ſuch rocky 
bearts as will not yield to GOD's infinite Kind. 
neſs? very Stones themſelves if not ſoftenꝰd with 
oſten Hroppings, are yet worn by them; and 
hall the conſtant Diftillations of divine bounty 
I nake no Impre ſſion on our Minds to induce: 
ao Mercy? Then we who ate ſuch Objects, 125 
Mercy em 60D, and gefuſe to ſhe w ir to our 
wor Brethren; have great reaſon to fear, that 
He may not only. Fg His. from Mercies de cen- 
ling upon us for t rure, hut even 1 de, 
* , of thoſe Thich we enſoy. F 
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gcther' with the NET of fraternity, Which 
ould be mucke, and a ſtrong Motive to 
lercy. And therefore the Prophet exhorting 
e Jews to feed the Hungry, and to cloths the. 
aked, ba. this Expreſſion ; rho feel, not 
/piſe rhine fle Mo The. 58. 7. 
And as poor Chriſtians are lun to ws with 
nds of . ſo they are with ligaments of 
irit aul Affinity y. For according to the Goſ⸗- N 
, the Rich and Poor are both redeem'd by 
Mc fame Price, as well as ſanctify'd by the ſame, 
eHace: all are led by the ſaine SPIRIT, as well 
F heirs of the ſame ho And if there be any | 
dvantage, as to the 3 Inheritance, it 
ems to lie. on the Poors fide ; at leaſt. it did o | 
the-beginning of Chriſtianity. For then it 
48 faid, GOD hath choſen the poor of this World, 
thin Faith, heirs f the Kingdom which He hath, 
omiſed to them that love Him, St. James 2. 5. 
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lations, | Which of all other are the higheſt” 
d moſt durable. And when upon Earth they. _ 


well as we; and may there ſtand nearer to. 
e Throne of Glory than our ſelves. :s it fit; 


ors againſt them? Such ſcornful carriage to 
near kindred, is not only incongruous in it 


Parable 


"4: 


that the pious Poor are Jjoyn'd to wan lacred 
ay be as rich in Grace, and may go to Heaven 
ſhould here ſhut our hearts, or hands, or ʒ 


cries be Peng heel a5the known . 1 1 {| 


; 2 1 things We can well ſpare, are not ours, but the 
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it benevolence, and count it a Gift; 
the diſcharging of a Dell 
om them to whom: it is due, 


307. Wolde which plainly teach, that tho 


3 With- hold not good 
Pros 
And who t 


Poors. at believe and think ſeri 


ouſly of this, either can refuſe,” or date negled 


to be Charitable? What, would we not be juſt 
Would we not live and bo honeſtly; and pa 
all their Dues? In caſe we would, to the Poo 
we muſt pay our Chatity. Fitly therefore is th 
Merciful Man ecall'd right eous in Scripture, 


When the exerciſe of en is * eminent a picc 


of Juſtice: "+. 
Not but that Perſns mos juſt to the Poor 


5 may at the ſame time be juſt to t hensſelves too 


They may live according to their Eſtates, an 
their Expences may be {ſuited to their Qualit) 
But as they conſult. their port, and allo for thei 
Equipage; ſo they ſhould have due regard fo 
the Ney, and be content to ſtrain themſelvc 
a little l their Benefit» All their redunda 
cies they Fould devote to the Indigent; and 
for their ſakes they would ſometimes aut off mo 
khan i meerly ſuperflueus; they ſhould tind: 
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length. that the defalcarion would be moſt for | 
their own Advantages . 


. 1 I 2.8 83 224 122 XY , 
AL Vo But as ſome are pitiable Ob'e&s of Mex- ' 
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AY 8 * 


cy, whole Circumſtances move % in way of - 
Sympathy; ſo others are noted Examples of it, IN 
ind ſhould win r to follow them by a more pow- . 


erful and authoritat ive influence. 
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I. is a remarkable Monitien which occurs, WM 
Nor 25. %  Whatſoever things were written 4%, 
the Scripture be generally inftryQive by its Do- i 1 
arine, then where it puts Exumplè, upon re- 
cord, or comme morates ſuch as have ben emi- 
nent for Worthy practices; there it teaches with 
double force, or two ways at once. For it 
does not only tell us what we are to do, but more 
over he ws us by whom it has besn done. And ſo 
the good works are not only fienify'd to be Du—-—- 
ties by the Divine Will; but are ſdemonſtrated 

racicable by humane Power, men like ou. 
DON preſidents to s in thoſe Performan- * 
Where. ever therefote the Books of Heaven, 
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(ct great Examples of good works hefore «us; . Me 
and more particularly (to our. purpole) Exam- 

ples of Charity: we ſhould by chem be drawn WM 
to-thoſe* laudable works; that ſo we may an- 
ſwer the patterns by coming up to them, which ⁵ 
60 hach given ei to that end. Whereas f 
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we "7ehft the Tmpreion they would make * 
bs by ſtanding, out againſt them; às by our ful 

borneſs we dilhonour GOD, Who defign'd oy 
Good; ſo we pull down His NS 4g 

85 Four ſelves. 2 

Upon which To 0 what « can we dt 
1 barter than turn our Minds. to Seriptural Er 

© F'amples of Mercy, and keep them much in ou 


neſs ko the Jewiſh" Spies by. and ed and 
hid them at the perilof her Life, Jb. 2. Toth 
 Kenites, who ſhew'd kindneſs 80 Have in thei 
paſſage thro?.the Wilderneſs to the Land o 
Promite, 1 Sam. 15. To Obadiah, who whe 
"Jezebel ſlew the e of the "LORD, hi 
an hundred of them in tWo Caves, and there fel 
them, 1 Kyzngs 18. To the good Samuritan 
'who did all the offices of, tender Mercy to 


10. tho? at the ſame time ie Samaritans anc 
5 0. were partly of different Extraction and Reſſoithe 

igion; and upon terms of perfect Separarioiſprinc: 
And Eumity. To Tabiths, who was full of gooK 
Works afid Alms-deeds:” and as one piece of li 
berality made coats and Garments to clothe th 
Poor, Act, 9. To Co nellus, touching whonſſ, .: 
we learn from an Angel's Teſtimony,” that bY EL 4 
E as: very Charitable, as well as pious : For nog 4 
"BY ei his 1 bur — his ug came up jy. 7 
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U hen in Claudius time there Was a great dear 1 


btethren in Tuden, As 11. A | 2 : , Jax 8 nt . 
Were I diſpoſed to alledge any Examples but 
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them in Scripture; the firſt (as being nearcf to. 
them) muſt have been * Helen Queen of the 4. 
laleni. Who in the fore Famine mentioned, 
bought upa great Quantity of Corn of Egypt iant, 
ind ſent it to be diſtributed to thoſe that wanted 
But then I might truly add, that this Queen 
b Hr elled 5 another, our illuſtrious Sove- 
rien: . For She has not only taken care to fe- 
lieve perſccuted Proteſtants of another Nation, 
but beyond the Example of Her Royal Ance- 
tors (even now in this Jundtare of urgent Ex- 
renee) has for ever devoted a Branch of Her 
wa tanding Revenue, to ſupply the exigencies 
the ſtraitned Clergy. For Which, and other 
joſh incely Fayoursto her Subjects, they have great 
po eaſon to pray Her Majeſty may live long, that 
Ihe may continue the Happineſs of Her King- 
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IP 1 e Aud As gteat ren lh they babe 80 fol- 
- wow Her Munifcence as far 4s they ate Able; 
by F or when a Religious Sovereign on the Throne 
* 8 ſo Powerful an Example of Charity 0 the 
Feople; they ought to be affected with its migh. 
v1 ry Inducnee; and to do theirbeft to ad yance i in 
$3 N Elſe What excuſe will they make at 
. when they ſhall h. valhek co acccunt for l 
| *exirnjous, and ikining a, Pattern, HY” Has not 


mor A them to comp ent iantatſon 
„ Fut be ſides t A No Good Sin. 
i -% "ine us to Works of Mere; evil Perſons afford 
3 : Another Motive; by unjuſt Refleci, and 2. 
3 bus ye clamours;* ! 'Particularly,” the Rowaniſts 
1 = here tob buſy and genſorious. For they of 


ten upbraic us wikk barrennels in good Works, 
tho very unfairly; * telling us with ſcorn, that 
8 Sur Churches are theirs, and ſodreour Colledg: 
Aan oar Hoſpitals.” No tho enough” be done 
td ſhams thee bold Handets and delamations ot 
theirs; Vet let us go on to ds. fore ſtilE; tha 
i poſſible, wer may qu Ih their” injerious 
e and pur thei Im udencets rhe bluſh. 
S0 accerding tothe Apotth, Well pat ro f. 
' tence fooliſb Ilex, 1 St. Fa, 2. 15, And not on! 
obyviate their preſen: calumhiics;" and wipe off 
b: _- their falls aud biker Anveckires! büt alſo pre 
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from their inſolent Reproaches. A liberal 
and active Charity leaves no room or colour 
for detraction; and they that offer to diſpa- 
rage ſuch a Charity in others, only ſhew they 
want it themſelves. wh 3 


— 


* ſelves. II. It is full of. Advan- 
tages, III. For it makes us 
= proſperous, TV. Prevents falling 
into common Sufferings. V. Alle- 
Vviates Misfortunes, VI. And en- 
tails a Bleſſing on Poſterity, 


4 


HE Fourth Sort of Motives to Mercy, 
have reſpect to our ſelves. And by 
tmeſe I hope more eſpecially to prevail, they 
nanking ſo much for our own Intereſt. For 
tmho' ſome are not ſo good, as to do their Duty 
in conſcience to GOD; nor others ſo kind, or 
wife, as to do it out of love to Men: yet moſt 
= haveſo much natural policy, as to do it for 
their own benefit. W es ; 

II. We are next to conſider therefore, that 
| Mercy is attended with many and great Advan- 
tages. Several things in the World arc highly 
| pleaſing, too pleaſing to Men; but then they 
ire ſo far from tending to their profr, that they 
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turn to their Detriment, and are really perni- 
cious, but the works of Mercy are highly ad- 
vantageous to us. This Doctrine is confirm'd, 
Prov. 1 I. 17. The merciful man does good to bis 


„on Soul. We are ſo far from loſing, that we 


while we relieve others, we are kindeſt to our 
S ſelves: for the coſts of our Charity return up» 
on us in providential Compenſations.  - -. 
The principal Advantages that accrue from 
Ia well order'd Charity, are ſuch as follow, _ 
UI. Firſt, It mates us & proſper in the World. 
There is that ſcattereth and get encreaſeth, Prov. 
11. 24. Many are afraid to give freely, leſt 
their liberality ſhould impoverith them; but 
that fear is wholly groundleſs, as ſpringing up 
from vain diſtruſt, or want of Faith. For if 
we will believe the GOD of truth, liberal Gi- 
vers that ſcatter. Alms , and even careleſly 
throw them about; augment what they have: 
and then by the rule En griping Mi- 
ſers Who think by over-ſparingneſs to improve 
their Poſſeſſions, muſt impair them. As many 
therefore as fear to give, leaſt they ſhould dimi- 
niſn their Subſtance, take a right courſe. to un- 
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doc themſelves for by a juſt diſpenſation they f 
prepoſterouſly incur, what they moſt dread and f 
deſign to avoid. Tho' this very fear is too t! 

_ often Counterfeit, and a meer pretence to cloke h 
penurioufneſs; which that they may the better ¶ t: 
paualliate and hide, they call it Frugality. 

But here it behoves us to be very cautious ; 
to diſtinguiſh warily between the name and the I th 
thing, and not tochuſe Avarice becauſe it bears I th 
the fair title of thrift. So we ſhall prefer gil- in 
died and ſpecious Sin, before real Virtue, and in 
F folid Goodneſs. Tho' Covetouſneſs prevails, gu 
and over-rules too many, let as be govern'd by as 
the contrary Principle, knowing we ſhall be the ¶ cu 
more proſperous for it. FOES TOES» Ui 
Not that we are to be mercenary neither, and ab! 
to give N Heaven to requite us with / 
earthly Bleſſings: that would be to ſell out 
Alms, and make a perfect trade of Charity. pre 

But as one Encouragement: to give freely, we we 

may reaſonably expect a temporal Recompence.ſh M. 
So we find, I/. 58. at tlie 7th verſe; where the 

good and righteous are ſufficiently aſſur'd, that 
1 If they deal their bread to the hungry, and 
bring the Poor that are caſt out to their houſe 
when they ſee the naked if they cover them 


and hide not themſelves from their own fleſh Þ Jun 
then their light ſhall break forth as the Morf Jud 
hing, and their health ſhall ſpring forth - 1 plac 
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A 


4 * 7 1 
A 4 g . ” 
C . 2 2 


V 


% Es. 9 9 
3 


ſpeedily ; and their righteouſneſs ſhall 'go be- 


. * * 4 A, * 2 1 . 4 0 * 4 ü y 
N ! 22 O45 ER TAP 7 N * 1 4 * 4 * , * 
1 7 wk hog e 7 e * Y i 9 * 4 2 o', R < "av 4 99 v7 4 3 { g 
* 5 7 * _ my bo ov N 4 _ 9 1. ra ns. _ ery * i * 5 - 
»* * q * W - $508 1 * 4 3 1 125 
* * ? * 


6 4 4 1 ws * 
L >] — * - 
7 1 & N 
<0 a, 
* * of + 4 = 


Ch. VII. A Rule for be ing Mercy. 100 


re them, the glory of the LORD ſhall be 
their rere-ward.. Now when to feeding the 
bungry, and clothing the naked, and enter- 
taining the harbourleſs at our Houſes; the 
great Bleſſings of Light and Health are promis'd » 
us, and our omn Righteouſneſs to go before, and 
the Glory of the LORD to follow us : muſt not 
this import a marvellous Proſperity ? It can 
imply no leſs than that Providence for our do- 
ing the Offices of Charity, ſhall guide, and 
guard, and bleſs us abundantly. So eminently 
as that our virtues ſhall ſhine, and be conſpi- 
cuous; and our Eftate, for our Quality, eaſy 
and flouriſhing. And RaphaePs Saying will be 
abundantly verifi'd, it is better to give Alms, 
than tolay up Gold, Tobit. 12.8. 1 

IV. A Second Advantage of Charity is, it 
prevents our falling into common Sufferines. This 
we are taught by a great Prophet, 1/2. 57. 1. 
Merciful mea are taken away from the evil to come, 
Indeed be we never ſo merciful we muſt dye, 
and by Death bz taken from hence: but then 
the Merciful temper may time out death to an 
happy hour, and make it feaſonable. It may 
inauce GOD to ſummon us hence in a wiſhed 
Juncture; when the Sins of Men are ripe for 
Judgments, and they are falling heavy on the 
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place where we live, and ſo we ſhall eſcape them, 
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as uſually bring down Calamitics on a People. So 


f and know not how ſoon they may happen to us. 


Evade us? The Merciful are they that may hope 
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— eo —— * a — — | — — 
U pon this account it concerns us to be Cha- 
8955 eſpecially at this time. For if we lift 
up our Eyes, and look about us, we can't but 
ſee that Iniquitics abound, and that they are 
of an hainous and provoking nature, ſuch as 


that we may juſtly expect very grievous Evils, 


Peſtilence, or Famine, or Sword, or Perſecu- 
tion, may come immediately; nay, all of them 
may come at once, or all ſucceſſively one after 
another. eee e eee | 
But would it not then be a fingular favour 
for us to dye firſt? To go to our Graves, or al- 
cend to Glory, before the fearful Miſeries in- 


to be taken from ſuch impending Evils. As 
therefore we would be ſo graciouſly dealt with, 
we muſt labour to be ſuch. © l 


And let me add; that as Mercifulneſs ſhields 
from common Sufferings in our Life- time, ſo it 
es us from an bran +. Death; according 
to what St. Jerome has lett upon record in his 
Epiſtle to Nepotian, I do not remember that 1 


* 


ever Read of a Man that dy'd an ill Death, who 
mhile he lid freely exercisd the works of Charity. 


So that Father piouſly delivers his conftant Ob- 


| {eryation. 


N 


* = drip * * * 5 A = N * * 5 : \ 40 ; . N 2 af | * ”» * ˖ 7 
— % e = TERY n n NN * 1 * 
v y 4 4 N = = 4 2 * * A E K 
* G2 * "I "* TA d * * 


12 1 


* 2 


. Thirdly, Charity alleviates our I 


fortunes, It mitigates thoſe Evils which it does 


4 


not ſuperſede, or wholly remove: Two eſpe- 


2 oh Sickneſs, 
And Enemies. 


le lightens Sickneſs. Here the State of out 


Bodies is like that of our Condition; not fixt or 
ſettled, but ever mutable and ſubje& to Diſor- 
ders. Ifat preſent we be healthful, the Scene 
quickly changes, and we are ſeiz'd by pain, or 
. with weakneſs : on a ſudden Al we 
fall into a Dropſie or Conſumption; or are ta- 
ken with a Fever in our Blood, or in our Spi- 
rits. And when ſuch Diſeaſes break in upon us, 


and cònſine us to our Chambers or our Beds; 1 


they ſoon load us with anguiſh, and fill us with 
complaints. Then (as we have cauſe enough) 
we n and cry out, Oh my Head ! or oh my 
Heart! or oh my Bowels. Then we are wear 
of the Day; as well as of the Night ; and weary 
of our Friends, and even of our ſelves; as we 


we may, becauſe our miſery admits of no eaſe or 


reſt. | SEED, Ws 
Now) when our Circumſtances prove ſo ſad 
(as GOD knows how foon they may) would we 
not be glad to meet with comforts in them, as 
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15 ing Mercy. Ch. VII. 
| well as to be deliver'd from them bn $29 Be. 
| - | Heve'it, Charity makes way for both. So we 
learn, P/al. 41. 1ſt and 3d. Bleſſed i he that 
conſideret h the poor; the LORD will deliver him 
in time of trouble. The LORD will ſtrengthen 
bim upon the bed of languiſhing ; Thou wilt make 

all his bed in his fickneſs. If we conſider the 
Poor ſo as to relieve them duly, GOD will de- 
Her us in time of Trouble, or in the evil day, 
whatever accident makes it ſo. And as thus 
the promiſe is applicable to all Misfortunes of 
the Merciful ; ſo to their Sickneſs it has a ſpe- 
cCial regard. For till GOD reſcues them out of 
that, He ſolemnly ingages not only to viſit but 
ſupport them in it. So that if we be pious in 
our ſelves, and merciful to them that want; 
Whenever we are ſick, we are fure to have 
600 ſtand carefully by us, and kindly fo ſuc- 
Cour us in our needs and maladies. No leſs can 

be meant, in that A 60 familiar Expreſſi- 


on; Ile will make all our bed in our Sickneſs. They 
whom the ALMIGHTY thus 1 favours, 
Lord! how advantageouſly muſt they lie! 


6. Whatever bodily pains they feel, they muſt a- 
bound with peace of Mind; and as their Souls 
will always be kept in Safety, ſo their Spirits 
mall often be wrapt up in Sweetneſs. A moſt 
valuable Priviledge to creatures in our circum- 
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Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 105 
ſtances : fo obnoxious to variety of ſad Diſtem- 

pow"? „55 SING „ 

How good a Motive to Mercy the Healthful 
may think this, I can't tell; but they who are 
often ſick; and know what *tis to want divine 
comforts then, and what it is to have them too; 
will be affected with it. 


1 


And then Charity lightens the Misfortuneof KB 
Om and makes us eaſy as to them. It in- 
uces Providence to ſet us out of our Adverſaries * i 


reach, to keep us from under their Tyranny 
and Inſults, and to maintain us happily in ſpite 
of all their power and malice. So we are in- 
form'd in the 2d verſe of the laſt cited Pſalm. 
The e e e rt him, and keep him alive, 
and he ſhall be bleſſed upon Earth; and Thou ſhalt 
not deliver Hin, unto the will of his Enemies, 
Whatever dangers may threaten the Charita- 
ble, and whatever Infelicities they may be ex- 
s'd to from their enemies hands; GOD will 
efend them againſt. Nor will He only keep 
them ſafe, but make them bleſſed; by ſo re- 


raining their fury, that tho? they hate them, 4 


they ſhall not be able to deſtroy their Happi- 
neſs by any Macchinations, He has politively 
ſaid, they ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth; and 
therefore He will certainly make it gocd, and 
who, or what ſhall hinder them from flourith- 
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106 A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. Ch. VII. 
And no wonder that GOD ſhould bleſs mer- 
ciful Men in preſerving their Life, and in 
rotracting it; when they do ſo much good, 
y their re and Examples.  As*tis - 
no marvel again that their Enemies ſhould be 
curb'd, and they protected and ſecur'd from 
them, becauſe otherwiſe long life to them would 
be uneaſie as Sickneſs, and more unhappy than 
VI. Fourthly, Charity entails a Bleſſing up- 
= oz Poſterity. So extenſive are its Benefits that 
they don't terminate wholly in our ſelves, but 
ſtretch out to a farther length and latitude, and 
reach to their Off- ſpring. Now we having con- 
tributed to their Being, in reaſon we ſhould be 
highly concern'd for their good; and even for 
© their temporal Good, we ſhould have a meet 
” folicitude. And as Nature ties us to provide 
for thoſe that have ſo juſt a dependance up- 
on us; ſo in kindneſs we are oblig'd to make 
the beſt proviſion for them we can: and there- 
fore we are bound to exerciſe Charity, as be- 
ing the ſureſt way to bring down laſting Bene- 
& dictions upon them. ' He is merciful, andlendeth 
= (lays the HOLY GHOST) of the righteous or 
Charitable Man:) he hath diſperſed and given 
tothe Poor: and what follows the Man of this 


3 
1 


© character, and that goes on in theſe proceedings? 
1 Hes Seed ſhall be mighty upon Earth, his 8 
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tion ſball be bleſſed, and exalted with honoar, 


Pſal. 1x2. zd, and gth. Whence it is evident, 
that by ſhewing may in e and lending, 
we may lay up treaſure for our Children, to 
make them great when we are gone. For their 


ſakes therefore let as many as are Parents (and 


of ability for it) be kind to the needy. 

It was noted above, as Solomon's Advice; that 
we ſhould give a portion to ſeven, and alſo to tight, 
becauſe we know not what evil ſhall be upon the 
Earth. Tho? the face of things looks pleaſing- 
ly nom, and may {mile upon s; that Aſpect 


may not continue long: Providence may frown. 
upon our Children, and many Evils may purſue 


them when we are dead, let us do our beſt to 


hinder it; and that pig one likely way to ef. 


fect it, let us give to ſeven and eight; or be 
merciful to the Poor, according to our power, 


be they fewer or more. The more we relieve, 


the more we may expect ſhall commiſerate ws, 


or be kind to ors, in caſe of want. 
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them. But then that they may not overtake 
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The Number. ok Children therefore ought Mil 


not to damp or cool, or at leaſt not to quench 


our Charity: it ſhould rather increaſe the 'Y 


flame, and make it burn with more heat and 


brightneſs. For the more Children we have, the 
greater proviſion we ought to make for them, 


and in order to that, the more Alms are necel- 
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Many are cager in hunting for wealth, and 
follow the World with too hot a chaſe : ask 


them why; and probably they'll anſwer, pon 

 Bherr Childrens account. They thank GOD jo 
have enough for themſelves, and fear no want 
ſo long as they live; but what may befal their 


Poor Children after them, they can't tell, and 
for them they take ſuch care and pains, But let 


E theſe know, that works of Charity worthily 


done, will make ſurer proviſion for their dear 
Iſſue, than all that their carking care can lay up 
and leave them. For if richeſt Hoards be ef 
fully gotten, and are the fruit of inordinate de- 
fires or purſuits ; *tis many to one but they'll 


melt away in the hands of Poſterity, let them 


do what they can to keep them from conſuming. 


But a little left them which was honeſtly rais'd, 
and out of which was paid the juſt tribute of 


Mercy; by GOD's Bleffing on their wiſe ma- 
nagement it may grow up into a great Eſtate. It. 
would be well tor Parents, and their ſurviving 


Children, could they firmly believe this doctrine 


and truſt it according to its truth. And yet they 
have ſufficient reaſon to do ſo, GOD having in- 
gag' d that the liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and that 


he that watereth ſhall be watered alſo, Prov. 1 1. 25. 
For as ſome of theſe ſbowres,like the former Rain, 


come down upon the Perſons of the merciful and 


munificent; lo others like the latter Rain, fall 


upon 
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Ch. VII. A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 19 AF 
upon their Progeny: and the gracious Promiſe 
per form'd to Children, in great meaſure is made 


good to Parents. For ſo they proſper in this 
World by thoſe that reprefent them, when they 


themſelves arc gone into a better. ©; 

Tho? by the way, they that have no Chil- 
dren and have plentiful Eftates, ſhould be for- 
ward and free to Charitable Benefactions. One 
great Reaſon. of GOD's denying, or not ſending 
them Children, may be to fit them for extraor- 
dinary things of this Nature. At leaft they are 
happily qualifi'd for them, and might do much 
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honour and ſervice to Religion, by undertaking 

| BY them in their Circumſtances ſo favourable that 
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I. Four other Advantages of Charity. 


II. It perfumes our Memories, III. It 


©. Facilitates the Pardon of our Sins. IV. In. 


it; I Ih. 
I hope will exceed their Number; for if right- 


olines GOD to hear our Prayers. V. And 


J 3 procures us f avour at thedayof” 7 l. 


O the foregoing Advantages of Charity, 
recommended as proper Incitements to 
1add but four more. But their force, 


"A 1 5 
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1 , 


ly conſider'd they muſt be of very great weight 
% Ts 


II. Firſt, it perfumes our Memories. Every 


noted hainous act of Sin, is a Blot in our E- 


ſcutcheon. Where it touches lightly, it leaves 
a Spot, or black ſtain behind it; but where it 


ſtrikes home it wounds our fame, and makes a 


S car in our Reputation: over- caſts us with a 


cloud of ſhame, and brands us with diſgrace 
and infamy. And as ſcandalous Sin does diſpa- 
rage and eclipſe us; ſo an holding courſe of piety 


and heroick acts of virtue will embelliſh our 
Names, and fignallize us as much. For if they 
0 dot crown us with lofty Praiſe, and adorn 


our 


, 7 


Ch. VIII. A Rule for ſhewing Mercy. 111 | 
our Temples with Garlands of Renown; yet 
they'll ſet beautiful Roſaries on our heads;or the 
fair Coronet of decent applauſe. My meaning is, 
they, will do ſomething towards raifing oure- 
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ſteem, and will help to brighten, if not togreat= = K 
en our honeſt Repute. , 
‚ And as Religion in general does us credit, and 


makes us venerable where we are eminent pra- 
cticers of it, ſo charity has a ſpecial efficacy that 
way. This the wiſeſt of men aſſerts who ſpake by 
inſpiration from GOD; he that followeth after 
3 © mwercy,ſhall find honour, Prov. 21. 21. And there is 
good reaſon for it; for as Mercy is an Expreſſion 
of duty to GOD, fo it is an Office of kindneſs to 
Men: and kindneſs ſhew'd them obliges them to 
© I think and ſpeak well of us, even when we are 
tremov'd into the other ſtate. - 2 
This ſhould perſuade us to be merciful. Our 
ſtay here can be but ſhort, and our departure 


t ve die, we would be loth perhaps to be inſtantly 
a forgotten. When our Bodies are interr'd, wwe 
a would not have our Names periſh immediately, - 4 
© I and be bury?d the ſame day in the grave of obs: __ 
Lien: Charity helps to prevent this. 1 
Y | -Mary Magdalen is a famous Inſtance of as much. 
ir She was charitable to our dying LORD, and 
did what was proper for, and ſignificant of His 
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So very great, that that Act of hers ſtands upon 
record to perpetuate her Memory; and prov'd 
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ilitates the pardon of our Sin. So the Ange! 
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Rule for ſhewing Mercy. Ch. VIII. 


a monument of Glory to her, as laſting as this 


World. For thereupon the LORD CHRIST 


declar'd, that where-ever His Goſpel ſhall be 


preached, this Fact of hers ſhould be commemo- 
. "'ratedto her — And therefore when ſhe a- 
nointed His 


acred Body, ſhe thereby embalm'd 
her o.n Name; and wrapt it up in odours of 
Eulogie, ſweeter than thoſe of her coſtly Spike- 
nard. So while we miniſter to the needs of 
the Poor, we ftrew Flowers upon our own 
Herſes: which tho they can't preſerve ourCorp- 
ſes from rottenneſs, will keep our names from 
being offenſive, and make them precious. 


Not that we are to think every petty Alms 


will carry us up to that Penitent's pitch; or that 


our ordinary Charities ſhould make our Fame 


ring thro? the chriſtian World: *tis enough if 
they make our Memories fragrant for a time, 
and conciliate ſo good a Report to us, as ſhall 
anſwer the part we ſuſtain'd in the World.Such 
A report as ſhall be a bleſſing to the Righteous; 


as tis a curſe upon the wicked, that their name 
hall rot, Prov. 10. 7. And becauſe it is a 
hBleſing, we may juſtly make it a Motive to Cha- 
rity; tho' by no means the chief End of it. 
III. Another Advantage of Charity is, it fa. 
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